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Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 

No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. Rom. 8:35, 37-39

HONG KONG: The hack-
ing appears to be an at-
tempt to gain an advan-

tage in talks between the Vatican 
and China, due to resume as early 
as this week, about a fresh deal on 
the appointment of bishops.

US data monitoring group Recorded Fu-
ture and its Insikt Group used sophisticated 
data analysis tools to uncover the cyber es-
pionage.

“From early May 2020, the Vatican and 
the Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong were 
among several Catholic Church-related 
organizations that were targeted by Red-
Delta, a Chinese-state sponsored threat ac-
tivity group tracked by Insikt Group,” the 
Recorded Future report stated.

“This series of suspected network intru-
sions also targeted the Hong Kong Study 
Mission to China and the Pontifical Insti-
tute for Foreign Missions (PIME), Italy. 
These organizations have not been publicly 
reported as targets of Chinese threat activ-
ity groups prior to this campaign.”

A landmark provisional Vatican-China 
agreement was inked in September 2018, 
the culmination of efforts by Pope Francis 
and his predecessors St. John Paul II and 
Benedict XVI aimed at normalizing the ap-
pointment of bishops and bringing the en-
tire Church in China into communion with 

Rome.
While the details of the agreement remain 

secret, it is widely thought that the Pope has 
the final say over bishop candidates pre-
sented by Beijing. Ahead of the candidate’s 
nomination, informal talks are understood 
to be held between the two sides, as has 
happened on and off in recent decades.

Talks on a new deal have been delayed 
by the coronavirus pandemic. The most re-
cent talks were in November 2019 before 

they were halted by Beijing, reports have 
said.

The same reports said face-to-face dis-
cussions were set to resume before the end 
of July in Rome.

In a recent interview with an Italian tele-
vision program, the Vatican’s lead negotia-
tor, Archbishop Claudio Maria Celli, con-
firmed that the Holy See “wants to continue 
with this step, it wants to go forward.”

China’s alleged actions would appear to 

fit in with Beijing’s programme of hacking 
the communications devices of govern-
ments, businesses, charities and individuals 
around the world in recent years. China has 
consistently — and usually vehemently — 
denied all accusations of computer hack-
ing but investigations by data experts and 
journalists continue to turn up evidence of 
Beijing’s programs.

It is the first time the Vatican has been 
identified as a target of Chinese hackers.

“The suspected intrusion into the Vati-
can would offer RedDelta insight into the 
negotiating position of the Holy See ahead 
of the deal’s September 2020 renewal,” the 
report said.

It added that targeting of the Hong Kong 
Study Mission and its Catholic diocese 
could also “provide a valuable intelligence 
source for both monitoring the diocese’s 
relations with the Vatican and its position 
on Hong Kong’s pro-democracy movement 
amidst widespread protests and the recent 
sweeping Hong Kong national security 
law.”

The accusations will provide further fod-
der for critics of the Vatican deal inside the 
Church who point to Beijing’s escalating 
program of religious suppression since the 
2018 deal.

Beijing has also been slow to reciprocate 
on the recognition of bishops by its state-
run Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association. 
— By Michael Sainsbury, ucanews.com

US data monitoring group Recorded Future and its Insikt Group used sophisticated data analysis 
tools to uncover China’s cyber espionage against the Vatican and Hong Kong Diocese. (UCA 
News photo/Joseph Eddins via US Air Force)

ROME: Seven years after his kidnapping in 
Syria, Fr Paolo Dall’Oglio was remembered 
in Rome for his love of the Syrian people 
and his dedication to peace and justice.

Dall’Oglio was abducted from the city 
of Raqqa by Islamic State militants in July 
2013. The Italian Jesuit priest had served in 
Syria for more than 30 years at the time of 
his kidnapping. It is unknown if he is still 
alive. There were unconfirmed reports of 
his execution in 2013.

“My appeal is to not forget Syria,” 
Dall’Oglio’s older sister told journalists at a 
press conference in Rome July 29.

“Paolo was kidnapped because he had 
heard that his mission was to be alongside 
the Syrian people,” Immacolata Dall’Oglio 
said.

The Syrian Civil War, which began 

in March 2011, has killed an estimated 
380,000 people, created more than 7.6 mil-
lion internally displaced people and more 
than five million refugees.

“To remember Paolo today is to remem-
ber his Syrian people,” Fr Camillo Ripa-
monti, president of the Italian centre of the 

Jesuit Refugee Service, underlined.
Dall’Oglio had a “bond” with the Syr-

ian people, a people who, after nine years 
of war, are still “waiting for justice and 
peace,” Ripamonti said.

In the 1980s, Dall’Oglio restored the ru-
ins of the 6th-century Syriac Monastery of 
St Moses the Abyssinian. In the early 1990s 
he established an interfaith monastic com-
munity dedicated to Muslim-Christian dia-
logue.

In 2012, the Syrian government expelled 
him for his criticisms of President Bashar 
al-Assad and his government. Dall’Oglio 
initially ignored the expulsion order, but 
then left Syria at the request of his bishop.

Dall’Oglio returned to a rebel-controlled 
territory in eastern Syria in late July 2013 
in an attempt to negotiate peace between 

Kurdish and Islamist groups. He was ab-
ducted on July 29, 2013.

Fr Federico Lombardi, SJ, president of 
the Vatican’s Ratzinger Foundation, said 
Dall’Oglio’s commitment to the people of 
Syria was the same commitment of men 
and women religious who have been mar-
tyred. 

“His memory is alive, it is a presence 
which inspires to deep ideas and thoughts, 
to courage and commitment…”

“Thanks to Fr. Paolo for the witness he 
continues to give us,” he said.

In January 2019, Pope Francis met with 
the family of the kidnapped Jesuit priest at 
his Vatican residence, the Casa Santa Mar-
ta. The private visit included Dall’Oglio’s 
mother, four sisters, and a brother. — By 
Hannah Brockhaus, CNA

Kidnapped priest remembered for his love of Syrian people

China hacks Vatican, 
Hong Kong Diocese 

ahead of talks



In many societies around the world, peo-
ple have deep-rooted prejudices on the 
grounds of race or religion, even social 

class or gender.
Think of the racial injustices, the reli-

gious strife and even the prejudices. Here in 
Malaysia, we are all too familiar with such 
prejudice and discrimination.

The world that Jesus lived was no differ-
ent, and he was constantly breaking down 
barriers when his disciples least expected it.

Think of his encounters with sinners, peo-
ple suffering from leprosy, the much-hated 
tax-collector, even a Roman centurion. 
These caused much consternation, and even 
outrage, among Jesus’ contemporaries.

Perhaps Jesus’ encounter with the Samari-
tan woman by the well provides the most 
vivid illustration of his willingness to break 
social barriers.

Talking with a woman, a stranger in pub-
lic was not the done thing – and more so, in 
the land of the Samaritans, who had a his-
tory of hostility with the Jews.

Why the hostility? There were political, 
ethnic and religious factors behind this ani-
mosity – though they probably shared a lot 
in common.

Samaria was once the capital of the north-
ern kingdom of Israel after the break-up 
with Judah in the south. It fell in 722BC 
to invaders from Assyria who settled in the 
land and intermarried with locals. So the in-
habitants of Samaria were considered ethni-
cally mixed and were looked down upon by 

those in neighbouring lands.
Religiously, the Samaritans were also 

somewhat different. They believed in only 
the first five books of the Old Testament. 
And instead of worshipping in Jerusalem, 
they built a rival temple on Mount Gerizim, 
where they believed Abraham had wanted to 
sacrifice his son Isaac.

Now the land of Samaria was situated on 
the route from Jerusalem in Judaea in the 
south and Galilee in the north.

Because of the animosity between Jews 
and Samaritans, many Jews travelling be-
tween Jerusalem and Galilee would bypass 
Samaria by taking a longer eastern route 
through Peraea across the Jordan River.

Not Jesus. On his way back to Galilee 
from Judaea, he took the direct route north, 
passing through Sychar, perhaps not far 
from Mount Gerizim. It is at Sychar that he 
meets the Samaritan woman at the well and, 
in the process, dismantles the xenophobia 
prevailing then.

After Jesus tells the woman about the liv-
ing water, the woman points out the differ-
ences in their places of worship: the Samari-

tans worshipped at Mount Gerizim while the 
Jews worshipped at the Temple in Jerusalem.

But Jesus explains: “Believe me, woman, 
the hour is coming when you will worship 
the Father neither on this mountain [Geri-
zim] nor in Jerusalem. God is spirit, and 
those who worship must worship in spirit 
and truth” (John 4:23-24). (In the event, 
both temples – Jerusalem and Mount Geri-
zim – were eventually destroyed.)

In our time too, many ethnic and religious 
groups harbour deep-rooted prejudices and 
even animosity, some of it going back dec-
ades, if not centuries. Often, animosity is 
targeted at foreigners, including migrants 
and refugees, especially during times when 
the economy is not doing well. The tendency 
then is to look for punching bags to let off 
our frustration and despair.

Jesus, however, turns the tables once 
again. In the parable of the Good Samari-
tan, it is the Samaritan ‘foreigner’ who is the 
hero while the waylaid victim is neglected 
by his own countrymen. “So who was the 
real neighbour to the victim?” Jesus asks.

Everyone has a place in the kingdom, 

Jesus proclaimed. At first, the apostles and 
disciples could not fathom that the kingdom 
extended beyond the Jews. But bit by bit, the 
Spirit opened their eyes.

First it was Philip who preached the good 
news to the Samaritans. The Samaritans 
were the midway point in the disciples’ un-
derstanding that the Gospel was meant for 
all.

Paul and the other disciples reached out 
to the Gentiles, many of them perhaps for-
eigners who were familiar with synagogues 
in their own lands. So it was a gradual pro-
cess of awakening to the promptings of the 
Spirit.

Meanwhile, the conversion of Cornelius, 
another Roman centurion, provided another 
turning point for the spread of the Good 
News.

What all this means is that we should do 
our best to rid ourselves of any hostility or 
even prejudice against anyone on account of 
their ethnic or religious orientation, social 
class, nationality or gender.

We need to be reaching out to the margin-
alised and the modern-day social ‘outcasts’ 
who are often forced to remain hidden from 
public view for fear of rejection, discrimina-
tion or even, verbal or physical abuse.

Jesus dismantled oppression and hatred 
and replaced them with justice, love and 
compassion, especially for the social out-
casts of his time. Let us work towards that 
and befriend the strangers in our midst while 
uprooting the prejudices within us.

Dismantling xenophobia, reaching 
out to modern-day social outcasts

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

The Gospel reading for this Sunday begins 
with Jesus hearing the news of the death 

of John the Baptist, who was murdered, as you 
know, by Herod as part of the plot of his wife, 
Herodias, to protect her position at court.  You 
know the story. Herod had been riveted by John 
the Baptist’s prophecy teaching and had been 
listening to the Baptist’s condemning Herod’s 
present marital situation. Herod had met up 
with his brother Philip in Rome and fallen in 
love with Philip’s wife. He then divorced his 
own wife, Phasaelis, daughter of King Aretus 
of Nabatea, and stole his brother’s wife. Most 
likely, she changed her name to Herodias. Are-
tus was threatening to make war on Herod, 
both to avenge his daughter and to acquire 
some disputed territory. With Herod listening 
intently to John the Baptist, Herodias’ situation 
in court was precarious. This is what was going 
on when Herod gave a banquet for notables in 
the Kingdom.  Herodias seized the opportunity 
and had her daughter, who tradition would call 
Salome, dance for Herod. When Herod prom-
ised the girl that he would give her whatever 
she wanted, she voiced her mother’s desire and 
demanded the head of John the Baptist. 

Today’s Gospel says that when Jesus heard 
the news about John, He withdrew to a deserted 
place to be by Himself. Jesus often went off 
somewhere to pray. What must His prayers 
have been after hearing about John’s death?  
Perhaps He was trying to understand the will 
of the Father for John and for Him. Perhaps He 
was contemplating the meaning of death. Per-
haps, Jesus was considering the mystery of evil.  
John, the greatest prophet to live, had been put 
to death by pure evil. Evil would attack Jesus 
also, as well as the people He was gathering to 
Himself.  Certainly, Jesus was grieving over the 
death of His kinsman, the one who had pointed 
at Him and called Him “the Lamb of God.”

Jesus would not be left alone for long, 

though. People sought Him out. He could not 
allow His grief to keep Him from caring for the 
people.  He needed to feed them, in word and in 
deed.  Many of you have behaved in the same 
way. I have witnessed and been edified by so 
many of you who have suffered horrible crises, 
such as the death of a spouse, but who refused 
to allow your grief to prevent you from caring 
for others, particularly for your children. 

Like John the Baptist, Jesus would also be 
put to death by evil, but He would not allow 
Himself to be caught up in evil, caught up in 
the culture of death. Jesus came to bring life 
into the world, and, as John 10:10 proclaims, to 
bring it abundantly. He came to invite people, 
invite us, to join Him in the Culture of Life.

The Culture of Life is a way of living that 
celebrates the life we were given at our bap-
tism, the life of God. The Culture of Life 
chooses the way of the Lord over all other 
possibilities. It considers how each decision 
best reflects the Presence of the Lord. St John 
Paul II spoke often about the Culture of Life, 
but so also did many before him. Bishop Fulton 
J. Sheen entitled his TV show, the first TV hit 
show, Life is Worth Living.  In today’s second 
reading St Paul tells us that no matter what the 
world throws at us, nothing can separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
It was commitment to the Culture of Life that 
led St Mother Teresa to care for the poorest of 
the poor.  It is commitment to the Culture of 
Life that transforms humanism into charity, for, 
even greater than reaching out to others out of 
respect for their humanity, is reaching out to 
them out of respect for their own reflection of 
the image of God, their share in his divinity.

We are called to the Culture of Life. We are 
people of life, the people of hope, the People 
of God. It is our commitment to the Culture of 
Life that allows us to view the events of our 
physical lives as only part of the story of our 

lives. We live for God. St Ignatius of Antioch 
wrote, “The Christian is not his own master, his 
time is God’s.” We live for heaven. We live for 
eternal life.

And we refuse to be destroyed by the culture 
of death. 

The culture of death only sees the here and 
now. It does not consider the impact of a per-
son’s actions on his or her life or on the world 
in general. It is the culture of death that says, 
“Have the abortion.” How many babies are 
killed? How many great minds were never al-
lowed to develop? How much beauty has the 
world lost? How much love? And how many 
girls have had their lives destroyed?  How 
many college freshmen and sophomores have 
been convinced by their parents and others not 
to change their college plans but to find a sup-
posedly easy solution to their pregnancy?  Then 
they go off to college, out of sight, but devas-
tated for the rest of their lives.

It is the culture of death that says, “Party on.”  
It is the culture of death that assumes that high 
school people, college people, military people, 
bachelors and others are going to live wild 
lives, not concerned about the impact of their 
actions on others or on themselves. It is the cul-
ture of death that is so pessimistic that it takes it 
for granted that people have no choice but to be 
condemned to a life that is ultimately meaning-
less. It is the culture of death that speaks to the 
young about birth control as soon as they an-
nounce that they have a girlfriend or boyfriend.  
The culture of death presumes that the young 
will not be able to control themselves. It is the 
culture of death that says that retirees should 
live together rather than marry because financ-
es are more important than eternal life. Think 
about it. It is the culture of death that is the phil-

osophical basis of the sex industry. Basically 
speaking, the culture of death assumes that we 
are animals, unable to control ourselves.

But we are not animals. We are sons and 
daughters of God. We have dignity. We also 
have a right to demand that others treat us with 
the dignity we have been given at our baptism.  
Whether we are thirteen or ninety-three, we 
cannot allow anyone to assume that we are un-
able to control ourselves, assume that we are 
condemned to live like animals, condemned to 
the Culture of Death.

And God says in Isaiah 55, our first reading:
Thus says the LORD:
All you who are thirsty,
come to the water!
You who have no money,
come, receive grain and eat;
Come, without paying and without cost,
drink wine and milk!
Why spend your money for what is not bread;
your wages for what fails to satisfy?
Heed me, and you shall eat well,
you shall delight in rich fare.
Come to me heedfully,
listen, that you may have life.

We have been called to Life.  It is all right 
there for us. We can choose Christ.  We can 
choose His Way, the Culture of Life.  And we 
can be happy, now and forever. 

 But we must choose. — By Msgr Joseph A 
Pellegrino

18th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Readings: Is. 55:1-3;
Romans 8:35,37-39;

Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

 Eighteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time: The Culture of Life
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KENINGAU: The Diocese of Keningau 
will be launching an online radio, Keki-
taan FM to step up evangelisation efforts 
during the Recovery Movement Control 
Order (RMCO).

Bishop Cornelius Piong announced this 
in a pastoral letter released on July 26 
whilst asking for prayers that the initiative 
may be blessed and protected by God.

“Brothers and sisters, for two consecu-
tive Sundays, we have heard the Gospel 
parables about the Kingdom of God. What 
is the Kingdom of God and what does it 
have to do with us?

“Jesus used many parables to introduce 
the Kingdom of God so that we, His peo-
ple, could experience and understand it. 
The Kingdom of God is essentially the em-
bodiment of God’s power and governance 
in the hearts and lives of all who believe 
in Christ. That is why Jesus said, ‘Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven has come near’ 
(Mat. 4: 17). This means that only with re-
pentance and humility will one be able to 
recognise and experience the presence of 
God and His power.

“Jesus Himself once said in His Prayer to 
God the Father, ‘I praise you, Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, because you have hid-
den these things from the wise and learned, 
and revealed them to little children.’ Mat. 
11:25).

“In fact, God has equipped each of us 
with eyes, ears and hearts so that we can 
always be sensitive and be able to see, 
hear and feel the presence of God among 
us, in God’s creation and in the events that 

happen in our families, communities and 
around us, if we are not stubborn (Mat.13: 
10-17).

“Brothers and sisters, we are thankful 
that as followers and disciples of Jesus, we 
are always led by the Holy Spirit through 
the path of our lives and faith. The Holy 
Spirit always guides us to live in a spirit of 
unity and togetherness. The Holy Spirit en-
lightens our minds so that we can always 
be appreciative of our identity as members 
of the Kingdom of God, committed to our 
mission as witnesses of His kingdom. Be-
lieve in this destination of life towards the 
house of the Father in heaven through Je-
sus (John 14: 1). 6).

“As Priests, Religious, Catechists and 
Leaders of the People of our faith and min-
istry, we need to be guided by the Vision 
and Mission of the Diocese so that we can 
always focus and together can take our part 
as witnesses who are committed and effec-
tive in serving His Kingdom (Mat. 6:33).”

Bishop Piong  also informed the faith-
ful of a few events taking place in the dio-
cese.:

1. The Poor Clare Sisters will celebrate 
their feastday on August 11 with a Thanks-
giving Mass at 8.00pm at Tatal Diocesan 
Retreat Centre. The Theme is St Clare’s 
Spirit of Prayer unifies the different faces 
of the earth. The feastday’s itinerary is on 
the KSFX Weekly Bulletin. 

2. The Solemnity of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary is on August 15. 
To celebrate this Solemnity (with SOP ad-
herence), there will be two events: 

a) To honour Our Mother Mary at 
the Nulu Sosopon Holy Family Pil-
grimage Centre (PZKKNS) with the 
recitation of the Rosary in front of 
the Icon of Our Lady of Lourdes at 
6.00pm, followed by Holy Mass.

b) The 13th Anniversary Thanksgiv-
ing for the Daily Adoration at Tatal 
Keningau Diocesan Retreat House 
(RRKKT). We will celebrate the oc-
casion with thanksgiving Mass at 
8.00am, followed by Adoration on 
August 15. 

HERALD August 2, 2020 Home / Pastoral 3

Diocese of 
Malacca Johore

To All MID Clergy, Religious and Parishes 
of the  Malacca Johore Diocese. 

1. All Masses in the Malacca Johore Dio-
cese parishes are to be cancelled with im-
mediate effect. 
2. This is due to the fact that all our MID 
Clergy were exposed to a clergyman from 
Bukit Tiram on July 15, 2020 at the Clergy 
Monthly Recollection, who on July 25 test-
ed positive for COVID-19. 
3. All Masses are to be cancelled until the 
contact tracings are completed. 
4. No Masses until further notice. 

Together With you, 

+ Rt Rev Bernard Paul, DD 
Bishop of Malacca Johore Diocese

July 25, 2020

Cancellation of all 
Masses in MJD 
parishes with 
immediate effect

A people envisioned to be a committed community of God

Bishop Cornelius Piong

The Bukit Tiram Cluster

My dear brothers and sisters in 
Christ,

As promised here is the latest 
update. The three priests serving 
the Cathedral, Frs Michael, John 
and I, together with Fr Sebastian 
who assists us regularly, have 
received our second viral test re-
sults. All four of us tested nega-
tive.

We submitted the results to 
KKM for their record. Subse-
quently, Frs Michael, Sebastian 
and I were directed by KKM 
to present ourselves at MPC in 
Bandar Baru UDA for an sam-
pling test which took this morning 

and the results were also negative 
for the three of us. 

Thank you all for your prayers 
and the many expressions of con-
cern. I would very much like to 
encourage you to continue pray-
ing. At this moment, our fate truly 
rests in God’s mercy.

I will be reaching out to you 
soon on other matters. The Man-
darin translation will follow.

God bless you

Fr Simon Yong, SJ
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, 
Johor Bahru

KUALA LUMPUR: As reported by the 
Ministry of Health (KKM) before, a new 
cluster involving a religious centre was de-
tected on 25 July 2020 — the Bukit Tiram 
Cluster.

This cluster involves a Roman Catholic 
church and religious activities in several 
other states. This cluster was also found in-
volves imported cases from the Philippines 
but the investigation is still underway to 
identify the index case and also the cause of 
COVID-19 infection for this cluster.

As the Government’s proactive measure 
to prevent and stem the contagion, the Bukit 
Tiram Cluster has now been identified as 
one of the target groups for a focused ap-
proach (targeted approach) where detection 
activities will be implemented immediately 
to identify all close contacts and individuals 
who attended the centre.

In addition to implementing screening 
and detection of cases actively (Active 
Case Detection), individuals who are a high 
risk or closely related to the group are also 
encouraged to do COVID-19 screening. If 
you have symptoms, contact the nearest 
District Health Clinic or Health Office for 
treatment.

KKM is calling for this group not to be 
dismissed and stigmatised by the commu-
nity. We need to help and encourage them 
to come forward to be tested to help stem 
the COVID-19 contagion in our country.

Dear parishioners, peace of 
Christ! 

It has been ascertain now that 
all the clergy and those attend-
ed the meeting at Majodi on 
15/7 have tested negative for 
COVID-19. 

We give thanks to God for 
his constant protection and 
providence. Bless you all and 
thank you for your kind pa-
tience! 

Fr Thomas Chong, SJ
Parish Priest.
Church of St Theresa, Melaka

 Dear parishioners,

The sunset Mass today was sus-
pended just before it was due 
to be celebrated. Fr Claurance 
made an announcement that one 
of the priests who attended the 
Malacca Johore Diocese Chrism 
Mass has been confirmed to have 
contracted COVID-19. 

As a precaution, Fr Claurance 
decided to suspend Masses until 
further notice. All priests who 
have come into close contact 
with the confirmed case will be 
going for testing. Please keep 
them in your prayers. 

Thanks. God bless.
Firstly, I would like to thank 

all of you for keeping us in your 
prayer. 

Just to let you know that our 
(Fr Claurence and I) COVID-19 
test results are negative and we 
are well and healthy. 

Please continue to pray for all 
the Priests. 

God Bless. 

Fr Eddie Rayappan
Parish Priest
Church of the Immaculate 
Conception, Johor Bahru

Some messages from the clergy to their parishioners
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Really good to be in the 
church for Mass

“My experiences during 
MCO attending Mass 

online was something new and 
interesting. At first I was not 
used to it but after a while, I ac-
tually felt it was not so bad as 
I could attend Mass anytime I 
wanted. Much later, I felt some-
thing missing. I couldn’t de-
scribe the feeling. 

“When I attended the first 
Mass on July 18, I felt like I was 
going home, especially when 

I met other brothers and sis-
ters in Christ. When I received 
the Eucharist, it tasted so sweet 
when it melted in my mouth. I 
felt God’s overwhelming love 
for me. 

“Although I was blessed to re-
ceive Him during my husband’s 
stay in the hospital, the feeling 
of receiving Him at Holy Mass 
was really quite different”  — 
Pauline Liew, Church of St 
Henry, Batu Pahat

“They say home is where 
the heart is. Home is 

always going to be there no 
matter what you do or where 
you go in life. Home is our 
place to shelter, to love, to 
care and to comfort. And, 
after being away from home 
for so long, it feels so good 
to return. When I entered our 
Cathedral after being allowed 
to do so, it felt like entering 
my home. It was so peaceful 
and so warm. It is a feeling 
I’ve missed greatly and there 
are no words to express how 
joyful and happy I was. 

“It has been almost four 
months. We attended Mass 
through live streaming dur-
ing MCO and I’m very 
thankful for that. However, it 
felt like something was miss-
ing. When it was announced 
that our Cathedral would be 
open for parishioners again, 
it made my heart jump with 
joy. Praise the Lord, I was 
going home. And I started 
thinking: How’s our Cathe-
dral?, How’s everyone? I’m 
pretty sure that all parish-
ioners were asking the same 
questions and couldn’t wait 
to go back to church.  

“July 18 was the date that 
our church re-opened after 
being closed for 4 months. 
When I first stepped into our 
church I was so happy and 
said to myself “Welcome 
home”. My tears of joy fell 

automatically. When I looked 
at the cross, I realised that I 
had missed our Lord Jesus 
Christ so much. That is when 
I really knew what is meant 
by ‘Home is where the heart 
is’.  

“This pandemic has been 
a blessing for all of us. Al-
though we were not able to 
join Mass during the pan-
demic, we’ve learned some-
thing more important in 
our life. Our faith became 
stronger. I renewed my faith 
and I believe all of you also 
renewed yours.

“I will be with you, I will 
not leave you or forsake you” 
(Joshua 1:5). In any situation, 
God will always be with us 
and He will never leave us. 

“Welcome home every-
one… Amen” — Euthalia, 
Sandakan

After three months of live-streamed Masses, some 
Malaysian Catholics were privileged to go to church 
and participate in the Eucharistic Celebrations.

On this page, we highlight some of their  comments.

“There is a feeling of thankfulness in me to God 
for the country, the health workers and the 

people as a whole. God, in his mercy, continues to 
sustain me and so many others through online Mass, 
and also through online regular faith formations three 
times weekly. These are great blessings.

“Christine and I have been following online Sun-
day Masses and received communion spiritually. But 
it was a different presence of Jesus in me when I re-
ceived him sacramentally. I value more consciously 
Jesus who comes in his flesh to dwell with me. — 
Francis and  Christine Ong, Church of St Theresa, 
Malacca

“It felt good to go for Mass af-
ter only attending Mass on-

line for months. Unfortunately, 
Masses have to be stopped for 
the time being in our parish. 
— Annie Yu Chek Fang, Church of 
St Henry, Batu Pahat

“Being over 70, I am obvi-
ously not allowed to par-

ticipate, but our Parish Priest, 
Fr James Rajendran, has made 
allowance for all those above 
70 to receive the Lord in private 
homes, in groups of five or six, 
at respective BECs. 

“I received the Lord last Sat-
urday and I was pretty excited 
about it! Who wouldn’t be, 
can you imagine not having 
received the Eucharist since 
March... 

“I guess the Lord is clearly 
telling us NOT to take Him for 
granted. Anyway, so many les-
sons to be learnt from the MCO!! — Philip Packium, Church 
of St Philip, Segamat

KENINGAU: The Social Media Com-
munications Commission (KOMSOS) 
of the Keningau Diocese will launch 
its first Online radio with an Audio and 
Visual concept.

Didiroy Joneh, Chairman of KOM-
SOS, proposed this idea when he re-
alised the limited means of communi-
cation and delivery of information as 
well as reliable sources of news during 
the Movement Control Order (MCO).

Due to the MCO, the Internet has be-
come a preferred channel for evange-
lism, broadcasting Holy Mass through 
social media platforms, conveying in-
formation, organising various online 
spiritual activities such as Bible Week 
activities, Talk, Laudato Si Week.

Taking all these into consideration, 
an up to date and creative delivery 
system was needed and I decided to 
bring this idea to Bishop Cornelius 
Piong. Thank God, Bishop Cornelius 
gave his approval and full coopera-
tion to ensure that this online radio 

would materialise!
Didi said, “Bishop Cornelius named 

this online radio Kekitaanfm. This 
name is quite familiar and very close 
to the people in the Diocese. The idea 
of the name is taken from the motto of 
the Keningau Diocese itself, which is 
kebahagiaan adalah kekitaan (Happi-
ness is togetherness). 

The objective of this online radio is 
to be one of the preferred types of in-
formation delivery systems, especially 
for the diocese of Keningau, because it 
can be accessed anywhere. This radio 
will be launched in early October and 
will be on air from 7.00am to 5.00pm, 
Monday to Saturday.

As well as streaming spiritual songs, 
the main programme of this radio will 
also be broadcasting the readings, lis-
tening to the word of God and daily 
morning reflection, and in addition to 
local news especially from diocese 
of Keningau and outside Keningau 
through selected and reliable news 

sources. Church activities will also be 
aired on a daily basis.

The schedule concept of this online 
radio is similar to commercial radio 
but the main focus is on spirituality 
and evangelisation. A total of 10 radio 
presenters have agreed to work togeth-
er on this mission.

Each radio presenter will work ac-
cording to the rotation schedule and 
will have their own segments such 
as talks with invited guests, morning 
motivation segments, segments with 
youth and committees, and more. 
Uniquely, this radio is not limited to 
one language only, in that the present-
ers will use Sabahan slang and they 
will use Dusun and Murut languages.

This online radio platform will use 
Facebook Kekitaanfm and Android 
Apps that are currently under con-
struction. Certainly the launch of this 
online radio will give a new face to 
information delivery systems and a 
more effective evangelistic avenues.

Keningau Diocese to launch its first online radio

Didiroy Joneh, Chairman of KOMSOS
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Meditation, community, the key for Deacon Philip Tay
PETALING JAYA: “My journey to join re-
ligious life began almost 25 years ago,” said 
Deacon Philip Tay Kok How, OCD.

“From a young age, church activities 
played a huge role in my life. My gorups 
included the Youth Ministry, Catechetical 
Ministry, Legion of Mary, the school chapel 
choir, and prayer group called Footprints in 
Setapak – from where the now Fr Simon 
Lau embraced Catholicism.

“I think it was my involvement in these 
groups that led me to believe it was God’s 
will to serve the people, not necessarily as 
a priest, but it did serve as a starting point 
towards my journey,” said the 45-year-old.

Fresh out of secondary school and armed 
with boyhood dreams to graduate from col-
lege, join the workforce and settle down, his 
relationship with God hit a rough patch. In 
trying to reconnect with his spiritual life, 
friends encouraged him to join the vibrant 
“Youth Explosion Rally” by the now-de-
funct KLASE (KL Archdiocese School of 
Evangelisation). Shortly thereafter, he went 
to the 1995 World Youth Day in the Philip-
pines.

It was at this gathering that he felt the first 
seed of religious life was planted in him.

“I had never considered a religious voca-
tion. Suddenly, a Filipino lady came up to a 
friend and me and asked if we were semi-
narians. Feeling it was an odd question, I 
replied no, and asked why she said that? 
Nonchalant, she said “You look like semi-
narians”.

“Seriously, what do seminarians look 
like?” quipped this friar of the Order of 
Discalced Carmelites. He is one of several 
young Malaysian Catholic gentlemen who 
attended that World Youth Day and went on 
to become a priest. The others include Fr 
Michael Chua and Fr Patrick Boudville. 

The lady’s random words got him think-

ing and when he returned to Malaysia, he 
began journeying with the Jesuits, who 
were then in charge of Campus Ministry. 
That did not amount to much and upon 
graduating with a Diploma in Mechani-
cal and Manufacturing Engineering from 
Tunku Abdul Rahman College, he went on 
to build his career.

But, there was always a nagging feeling 
that there had to be more to life and he re-
visited the notion of joining the seminary.

The third of four children, he entered Col-
lege General in 2005 but left in November 
2006 to discern his religious vocation. For 
the next five years, he worked as a sacris-
tan in SFX (for two years) before becoming 
an HRDF (Human Resource Development 
Fund) certified trainer. His career as a train-
er grew but he soon returned to the idea of 
religious life.

“After I left the diocesan seminary, I real-
ised I was searching for a deeper prayer life 
and strong community support. It is not that 
the seminary lacked these aspects but once 
you are ordained, you live alone without a 
community.”

In 2012, unbidden thoughts of religious 
vocation resurfaced and it was at a retreat 
that he discovered the Discalced Carmel-
ite Friars. The Order of the Discalced Car-
melites was founded in the 16th century by 
Spanish saints, St Teresa of Avila and St 
John of the Cross. Discalced comes from 
Latin meaning “without shoes”.

What drew him to this order was the 
amount of time dedicated to meditation. 
“There are different methods of praying but 
I find meditation the best. It helped me cen-
tre myself back to God and keep my sanity 
(especially when I was studying).

The other attraction was the writings by 
Carmelite saints, which he found rich and 
deep in spirituality.

“However, at that point, I was not ready 
to give up on my career. Eventually, I buck-
led down, submitted an application and was 
accepted into the Postulancy programme in 
2013. It was also the year my dad passed 
on from cancer. Fortunately, he was able to 
accompany me when I moved to the For-
mation House in Punggol, Singapore, at the 
start of my Postulancy.

It was not an easy journey for him. “A 
few months into my first year, I was ready 
to quit. I hung on until the year-end assess-
ment, which I cleared, and proceeded to my 
Novitiate in Hsinchu, Taiwan. The Noviti-
ate was even more challenging, and again, 
I wanted to give up but I soldiered on. I 
passed the three assessments and took my 
first vows in January 2015 with a seminar-
ian from Singapore and another Malaysian.

“I strongly believe it is Scripture and time 
before God that sustains and helps in my 
time of need, as a lay person and now, as a 
Carmelite.”

He spent the next few years in Singapore 
for his Philosophical studies before moving 

to Sydney, Australia, for three years to learn 
Theology.

“I worked very hard to earn a decent 
grade. I also did not like the study of Phi-
losophy although I think that boils down to 
the lecturer. Metaphysics is considered the 
most difficult subject in Philosophy, but I 
enjoyed it because of the way it was pre-
sented. When I started Theological studies 
in Australia, it was initially challenging be-
cause I had been out of formal studies for 
nearly 20 years. It took me a while to get 
into gear and Theology was more gratifying 
because it was not purely academic. There 
were a lot of pastoral applications which 
helped develop my critical thinking.”

He completed his ecclesiastical studies at 
the Catholic Institute of Sydney, Australia 
in 2019. He was ordained a transitional dea-
con in the Church of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, Varroville, NSW, Australia on Dec 
14,  2019. 

Deacon Tay hopes to promote Carmelite 
Spirituality to Catholics in Malaysia.

“I find Malaysians are thirsting for a 
deeper spiritual life and I would like to 
guide them using our methods.

“To anyone aspiring to embrace religious 
life, do not make decisions when you are 
still young. Live life, study, work. Know 
what it is like to have money to spend, free-
dom and maybe a girlfriend. It is when you 
have experienced all this, you will know 
what you are giving up. It helps you be-
come a better religious and eventually how 
to connect with parishioners from different 
walks of life. 

“Another fundamental thing for anyone 
discerning his vocation is the Mass. Make it 
a point to attend daily Mass when possible.”

Deacon Tay will be the sixth Carmel-
ite friar to be ordained in Malaysia. — By                                  
Gwen Manickam

KUALA LUMPUR: The term ‘Third time’s 
the charm’ has never been so true as when 
Deacon Francis Go Sheau Peng, OFM Cap 
heard God’s calling and finally answered it.

“I first heard God’s call while I was still 
in secondary school, at the age of 16, but 
just like any other teenager, I just brushed it 
off and moved on in life. 

“The second encounter I had was in 1992, 
when I was 21 years old. At that time, I 
gave the excuse that I wanted to explore the 
world but God had other plans for me. He 
once again called me the third time and this 
time I had no excuse to deny it,” he said.

“Then, in April 2002, I ran into Bro Da-
vid Yeo outside the Cathedral of St John’s. 
I felt compelled to approach him. This was 
the first time that I had encountered a Capu-
chin. Bro Yeo then invited me to attend a 
vocation camp held at the Church of St 
Francis of Assisi, Cheras. 

“After that encounter, there was no de-
nying God’s call to the religious life. I told 
myself this is the third call I had and it re-
ally shows how much God loves me. That 
decision was the turning point for me to 
join the religious life. I was attracted to join 
the Capuchins.

“Why the Capuchins? There is just some-
thing about that brown habit that makes 
them unique and mysterious. Even today it 
is still a mystery to me,” laughs the 49-year-
old deacon.

Born and raised in Gemas, Negeri Sembi-

lan, Deacon Go is the eldest of five siblings. 
“My siblings and I were brought up in a 

typical Chinese family. We went to a Chi-
nese Primary School and a Government 
Secondary School. 

“I enjoyed a myriad activities such as 
swimming, travelling overseas, reading,  
shopping and collecting items such as batik, 
sarongs, and rosaries.

“I worked in the IT field before joining 
the Capuchins.

“When I first informed my mother of my 
decision to join the religious life, she was 
calm and told me that if I felt that God was 
really calling me, then I should go ahead. 

“As for my dad, he was passive and went 
silent when I told him.

“I am sure you are aware of the responsi-
bilities that the oldest has in a Chinese fam-
ily, but my parents were agreeable for me to 
take on the religious life,” he shared.

Francis Go joined the Capuchin Order in 
2003 as a postulant for two years. In 2005 
he entered his Novitiate in Baguio, Phil-

ippines, and made his First Profession in 
2006. After being sent to Bangalore, India, 
for his Franciscan Spirituality for two years, 
he made his Perpetual Profession in 2010. 

“My greatest joy is to be a Capuchin 
where I can give a little witness by perse-
vering as a religious (a man of faith) for Je-
sus Christ, that after 2000 years that Jesus is 
still living among us.

“Even if I did not answer the call at first 
to be a priest, I am still a Capuchin, I am a 
religious first before a priest. Being a priest 
for us is a call within a call,” he reiterates.

Bro Go returned to the Philippines to con-
tinue studying Philosophy at St Anthony 
Mary Claret College, and graduated with a 
degree in Bachelor of Arts in Major Philos-
ophy. He studied Theology at Divine Word 
Seminary (SVD) in Tagaytay until 2019.

He then completed four years of the Ec-
clesiastical Course and Baccalaureate in 
Sacred Theology (STB) which is affiliated 
with the Pontifical Urbaniana University, 
Rome, Italy, in May last year, 

“I returned to Malaysia and was ordained 
a transitional deacon on October 7, 2019, 
by Archbishop Julian Leow.

“I really enjoyed my years as a seminar-
ian. As for my family, I was fine with leav-
ing them as I believe that God will take care 
of them.

“Leading up to my ordination on August 
6, 2020, I was so glad that I answered God’s 
call to join religious life. It is a gift to be-

come a priest, to serve the people. It sure 
took time to convince me but I am sure that 
He loves me so much that He never gave up 
on me,” he said,

Deacon Go would like to emulate the late 
Fr Ignatius Huan. “He was a good, intellec-
tual and kind priest. I always looked up to 
him.”

“My hope for the younger generation is 
they go for Mass every Sunday (though it 
is a bit difficult now with the partial lock-
down), and join the church’s activities. Be 
part of the community.”

“And for anyone who has a desire to 
serve God and the people as a priest, I 
would advise him to pray hard, and ask the 
Holy Spirit to guide and enlighten him. Ask 
your Spiritual Director to discern with you. 
Lastly, go and stay in a religious house or 
Seminary just to experience their lives and 
see whether it suits your calling to be a 
priest.” – By Lavinia Louis

‘Third time’s the charm’ 
for Deacon Francis Go

Bro Francis Go Sheau Peng, OFM Cap

Deacon Philip Tay Kok How, OCD

On Thursday, August 6, Francis Go Sheau 
Peng, OFM Cap and Deacon Philip Tay 
Kok How, OCD will be ordained to the 
Order of Presbyter by Archbishop Julian 
Leow at the Church of St Francis Xavier, 
Petaling Jaya.

Two of our writers spoke to them on their 
calling and journey towards priesthood.
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KUALA LUMPUR: A Malaysian 
court found former prime minister 
Najib Razak guilty of all seven 
charges in a case tied to the multi-
billion-dollar financial scandal at 
state fund 1Malaysia Develop-
ment Berhad (1MDB) on July 28.

The charges include three 
counts of money laundering, three 
counts of criminal breach of trust 
and one count of abuse of power. 
Najib faces a total of 42 counts of 
corruption and a further four cases 
linked to 1MDB are still to follow.

Judge Mohd Nazlan Ghazali 
said Najib, 67, “acted outside the 
limits of permissible conduct” 
when approving loans.

Funds were transferred into his 
personal accounts. This included 
US$9.8 million misappropriated 
from SRC International, a former 
1MDB unit.

Nazlan said the defence had 
failed to raise reasonable doubt 
and declared: “I find the accused 
guilty and convict him on all sev-
en charges.”

Sentencing is yet to be passed 
but each charge carries a sentence 
of up to 20 years and hefty fines, 
although Najib is expected to be 

spared the cane given his age.
Two weeks ago Malaysia’s 

High Court ordered Najib to pay 
the government about $400 mil-
lion in back taxes and penalties 
stemming from his 10 years in of-
fice.

He was ousted at elections in 
2018 after former long-serving 
prime minister Mahathir Mo-
hamad combined forces with his 
former deputy Anwar Ibrahim to 
claim a landslide victory.

Throughout his tenure Najib 
had done his best to stifle the Ma-
laysian press and criticism of his 
administration. Journalists were 
often threatened and the breath-
taking allegations of corruption 
that dogged 1MDB were revealed 
in the Western press led by The 
Wall Street Journal.

That culminated in the United 
States Department of Justice al-
leging that $4.5 billion of govern-
ment money went missing from 
1MDB under Najib, who had es-
tablished the fund.

Prosecutors successfully argued 
that Najib had used the money to 
fund his political campaign and 
to acquire property and luxury 

goods.
His wife, the unpopular Ros-

mah Mansoor, was also a big 
spender and known for a shoe 
fetish rivaling Imelda Marcos, a 
pink diamond worth more than 
$27 million and $240,000 worth 

of anti-aging supplements. She is 
also before the courts.

Najib, who arrived in court 
wearing a face mask and flanked 
by cheering supporters, is expect-
ed to appeal the verdict.

On July 27, he wrote on his 

Facebook account: “This is my 
chance to clear my name … What-
ever the decision tomorrow at the 
high court, it does not end here.”

The appeal process could take 
another year. — By Luke Hunt, 
ucanews.com

Najib found guilty of seven 1MDB corruption charges

VATICAN: The recent Vatican in-
struction on pastoral care clarifies 
the responsibility of every member 
of the church community to work 
together in the shared mission of 
evangelisation and warns against 
turning the parish into a mere pro-
vider of services, said Cardinal 
Beniamino Stella.

The document included “a 
warning signal” against notions of 
the parish “as a ‘business’ that pro-
vides different kinds of services 
— sacramental, social, charitable 
— and not as a missionary com-
munity, a family,” in which eve-
ryone contributes his and her part 
according to their vocation, avail-
ability and abilities, said the cardi-
nal, who is prefect of the Congre-
gation for Clergy, which released 
the document July 20.

“Seen in this light, the priest 
would have to be assisted precise-
ly in not getting lost in administra-
tion and bureaucracy, but rather to 
be focused on the priorities of his 
ministry — the Eucharist, procla-
mation of the Word, spiritual di-
rection, confession, the promotion 
of charity, being close to the faith-
ful, especially those most in need 
— and be accompanied with the 
assistance of and encouraged by 
the example of other members of 
the community,” he said.

The cardinal made his com-
ments in an interview with Vati-
can Insider July 28. It came after 
a number of news articles and 
criticisms claimed that the con-
gregation’s 22-page instruction 
somehow gave new and unprec-

edented powers to the laity or that 
its insistence a parish must be led 
by a priest was unsustainable or 
outdated.

The document, titled The pasto-
ral conversion of the parish com-
munity in the service of the evan-
gelising mission of the Church, did 
not introduce new legislation on 
pastoral care, but rather it was a 
guide detailing the role of lay men 
and women in the Church’s mis-
sion of evangelisation and offered 
guidance in parish reforms and 
restructuring. It also clarified the 
role of deacons, consecrated men 
and women, as well as the laity, in 
dioceses where there is a shortage 
or lack of priests.

Every Catholic needs to feel 

they have an active role and re-
sponsibility in the Church’s mis-
sion, Cardinal Stella said.

However, there are some who 
are engaged in what he called a 
‘“vocation’ of the spectator,” fos-
tering controversy and criticism 
regarding other people’s efforts.

This kind of “vocation,” he said, 
“does not come from God and 
does not contribute to evangelisa-
tion.”

The parish is meant to be a place 
to encounter the Lord, of welcom-
ing and of experiencing faith lived 
in everyday life and as a commu-
nity, he said.

The “subdivision” of many dif-
ferent duties and ministries within 
the church community is seen as 

part of the whole Church’s call to 
mission and to evangelise “so that 
the parish is not working only for 
its own ‘survival,’ perhaps pin-
ing for ‘the good old days,’ but 
that (the parish) be enlivened in 
each member,” who proclaims and 
bears witness to Christ, especially 
to those who have become distant 
from the church or have never en-
countered Christ before, he said.

One point of debate in the me-
dia was on the responsibility of the 
priest in parish leadership.

The instruction reiterates that 
bishops must not designate dea-
cons, consecrated and lay men and 
women who are given responsibil-
ities in a priestless parish as “pas-
tor, co-pastor, chaplain, modera-

tor, coordinator, parish manager,” 
which are typically reserved for 
priests “as they have a direct cor-
relation to the ministerial profile 
of priests.” Instead, those with re-
sponsibilities should be designated 
as “deacon cooperator, coordina-
tor, pastoral cooperator or pastoral 
associate or assistant,” it said.

When asked about this unique 
role of the priest, Cardinal Stella 
said it is important to underline the 
“specificity of the parish priest as 
a ‘shepherd’ of that community, 
reaffirming the centrality of the 
Eucharist as the source and sum-
mit of the life and mission of the 
Church.”

A priest is called to “make 
Christ sacramentally present, in a 
special way in the Eucharist and in 
(the sacrament of) reconciliation,” 
he said.

The priest lives out his “spiritual 
paternity” in the pastoral care of 
the people, in the “total giving of 
himself as a father to the church 
and his community,” he added.

“This doesn’t mean that the par-
ish priest has to do everything by 
himself, without listening to others 
or without leaving room for them” 
to be creative and responsible, he 
said.

“But it is necessary to be care-
ful not to reduce the parish to the 
rank of a ‘branch’ of a ‘business,’ 
in this case, the diocese, with the 
consequence of it being able to ‘be 
managed’ by anybody,” even by 
groups of administrators or profes-
sionals with different skill sets, he 
said. — By Carol Glatz, CNS

Parishes are not ‘businesses’ 
that can be led by anyone

A woman wearing a protective mask kneels to pray in between social distancing markers placed on pews in St Peter 
Parish in Quezon City, Philippines, June 7, 2020. (CNS photo/Eloisa Lopez, Reuters)

Malaysia’s former prime minister Najib Razak (center) arrives at the Duta Court complex to hear the verdict in his 
corruption trial in Kuala Lumpur on July 28, 2020. (UCA News photo/Mohd Rasfan via AFP)



Caritas Pakistan hands out kits to 
women against COVID-19
KARACHI: Since the start of the 
lockdown, Caritas Karachi has been 
helping and supporting poor and 
needy families and individuals.

On July 27, as part of its COVID-19 
emergency response programme, the 
Catholic charity provided 25 hygiene 
kits and 25 psychosocial kitchen gar-
dening kits to vulnerable and poor 
women in St Michael’s parish, in the 
Archdiocese of Karachi, in order to 
help the weakest and poorest fami-
lies cope with the COVID-19 lock-
down.

Before the kits were handed out, 
the beneficiaries took part in a health 
and hygiene session that included 
tips on hand washing.

Events of this sort are designed 
to raise awareness of the pandemic. 
However, this is but one issue among 
many. In fact, 53,000 children under 

the age of five die every year in Pa-
kistan from diarrhoea caused by con-
taminated water and poor sanitation.

The psychosocial kitchen garden-
ing kits include various summer 
vegetable seeds, organic compost 
and a kitchen gardening booklet. The 
Caritas Pakistan hygiene and health 
kit provided information about 
hand washing and other precautions 
against the coronavirus.

In his presentation of the pro-
gramme, Caritas social mobiliser 
Javed Iqbal said that kitchen garden-
ing kits were handed out to dispel 
the fears and stress caused by the 
lockdown. Growing food at home 
can help people who lost their job or 
have money problems.

Caritas executive secretary Man-
sha Noor noted that after months of 
the lockdown, the needs of low-in-

come people in Pakistan continue to 
rise, not only in terms of health care 
but also psychosocial support and 
well-being.

The Caritas kitchen gardening kits 
can promote psychosocial well-be-
ing among women through garden-
ing during the lockdown in Karachi.

Noor stressed that, because of the 
coronavirus, social distancing must 
be maintained in order to protect 
oneself, one’s family and other mem-
bers of the community.

Once the presentation was over, 
the kitchen gardening kits and the 
Caritas health kits were distributed to 
the women.

One of the women, Shazia Asif, 
thanked Caritas for the kitchen gar-
dening kits to grow summer veg-
etables and for the advice on how to 
cope with the lockdown.

Rukhsana Bashir pointed out that 
COVID-19 is a new type of corona-
virus that is spreading rapidly world-
wide.

The Caritas programme raised 
awareness among all beneficiar-

ies that washing hands thoroughly 
with soap and water is one of the 
best ways to prevent the spread of 
infectious diseases, including COV-
ID-19. — By Shafique Khokhar,               
AsiaNews

Caritas Pakistan’s Covid-19 response team hand out psychosocial kitchen 
gardening kits to womens. (Asianews photo)

A missionary who enlightened Bangladesh’s indigenous people
DHAKA: Fr Eugene Homrich, a 
prominent American Holy Cross 
missionary priest who spent six dec-
ades serving and improving the lives 
of indigenous people in Bangladesh, 
has died from COVID-19.

He died at Old Holy Cross Priests’ 
Home in the United States on July 
26. He was 91.

From 1955 to 2016, Fr Homrich 
was a missionary in Bangladesh and 
served people in the Madhupur sal 
(Shorea robusta) forest area of Tan-
gail district in the central part of the 
country.

Born on Dec 8, 1928, in Musk-
egon in Michigan, he entered Holy 
Cross Novitiate in 1946 and was or-
dained a priest on June 8, 1955. The 
same year, Father Homrich joined a 
contingent of 12 missionary priests 
and brothers to reach East Pakistan 
(now Bangladesh) by ship and then 
by airplane.

He learned the Bengali language at 
Notre Dame College in Dhaka for a 
year. He then served in two parishes 
— St Francis Xavier Church in Gol-
la of Dhaka and St. Elizabeth Church 
in Biroidakuni of Mymensingh. He 
moved to Madhupur in 1959.

His dedication and hard work 
transformed the lives of thousands of 
indigenous people as well as Bengali 
Muslims and Hindus. He made out-

standing contributions in the areas of 
education, healthcare, socioeconom-
ic development, cultural conserva-
tion and human rights.

During the 1971 Bangladesh War 
of Independence from Pakistan, the 
priest sheltered hundreds of internal 
refugees at his church and saved 
hundreds from genocidal atrocities 
by Pakistan’s army. He also secret-
ly helped Bengali freedom fighter 
guerrillas at great risk to his own life.

Bangladesh’s government recog-
nised his extraordinary wartime role 
and awarded him as a freedom fight-
er. In 2012, Fr Homrich became one 
of five Catholic priests to receive the 
Friends of Bangladesh award for his 
outstanding contributions to the birth 
of the nation.  

Starting his missionary work in 
the area in 1959 at the small Corpus 
Christi Catholic Church in Jalchhatra 
that had about 2,500 ethnic Catho-
lics, mostly Garo people, his great 
efforts in evangelization and enlight-
enment gave birth to two new parish 
churches — St Paul’s Church in Pi-
rgachha and Christ the King Church 
in Dorgachala. Today the three par-
ishes have about 17,000 Catholics 
who belong to predominantly indig-
enous Mymensingh Diocese.

Even before Pirgachha was elevat-
ed to a parish in 1992, Fr Homrich 

made it his permanent base for mis-
sionary work until his return to the 
US for health reasons in 2016.

In 2015, the three parishes of 
Madhupur organised a three-day 
celebration to mark 60 years of Fr 
Homrich’s priestly life.

He spoke about how he found his 
true missionary calling among Garo 
people in Madhupur.

“The faith of the Garos existed 
before they became Christians. They 
believed in the gods and we just bap-
tized the society, their culture. We 
didn't destroy their culture, but we 
baptized it,” Fr Homrich said. “They 
believe in God and they are good 
Catholics — they are holy people.”

Some 99 per cent of about 120,000 

Garo in Bangladesh are Christians 
and 80 per cent are Catholics.

On Jan 10, 2020, Mymensingh 
Diocese opened a museum to pre-
serve the culture and heritage of in-
digenous people and to pay homage 
to great missionaries, including Fr 
Homrich.

Holy Cross Fr James C. Cruze, 
provincial of Holy Cross Priests in 
Bangladesh, described Father Hom-
rich as “a great missionary and vi-
sionary.”

“Fr Homrich loved his Bangla-
desh mission and the Garo people. 
He not only evangelised among 
Garo people but also made great ef-
forts for their education, socioeco-
nomic development, protection of 
land and human rights, and preserva-
tion of their culture and heritage. He 
is our model and inspiration,” said Fr 
Cruze.

Fr Homrich wanted to spend his 
whole life and even die in Bangla-
desh, but due to his poor health and 
a request from his family, he had to 
return to the US, Fr Cruze added.

Eugene Nokrek, president of Joen-
shahi Adivasi Development Council, 
said the people of Madhupur would 
never forget Fr Homrich.

“He touched the lives of every-
one, not just Garo but also other 
ethnic groups, as well as Muslims 

and Hindus. He set up schools and 
educated them, provided healthcare, 
introduced modern agriculture meth-
ods and taught them to save money 
in cooperatives. He also encouraged 
us to be united and stand against any 
form of oppression and injustice,” 
said Nokrek, a Garo Catholic. 

“He loved us so much that he 
became one of us and even took 
up a Garo surname. He always ad-
vised and inspired us to fight for our 
rights.”

The organisation was set up in 
1962, with Fr Homrich’s support, to 
promote the land and human rights 
of indigenous people in the area, he 
added.

Sreekumar Guha Neogi, a Hindu 
and community leader in Madhupur, 
lamented the death of Father Hom-
rich.

“Fr Homrich was a family friend 
and my family was among those he 
sheltered during the 1971 liberation 
war. The military burned down our 
house and he offered support to us 
to rebuild the house. On many oc-
casions my father and I collaborated 
with him,” said Neogi.

“I was speechless when I heard 
about his death. I have so many great 
memories of him that I will cherish 
as long as I am alive.” — ucanews.
com

American Holy Cross missionary 
priest Fr Eugene Homrich.

Ten new priests ordained in Pineleng despite COVID-19
PINELENG: Priestly ordinations in 
different places in various dioceses 
has become an annual event in In-
donesia, usually between July and 
September of each year, when one 
school year ends and before the next 
one starts.

This year however, because of 
the coronavirus epidemic across the 
country, annual priestly ordinations 
in Java were rescheduled, from July-
August to November or December.

“It all depends on how the situa-
tion actually develops. But we have 
our plan, which is set for December 
3,” said Fr Bambang Sipayung SJ, 
deputy director of the Indonesian 
Jesuit Province.

“Our plan is for August 19 (if there 
is no further outbreak),” said Msgr 
Robertus Rubiyatmoko, adding that 
any assessment of the current situa-
tion will influence the final decision.

“We have cancelled our pro-
gramme and have not yet decided 

on a new date,” noted Fr Purwanto 
SCJ, rector of the Sacred Heart Ma-
jor Seminary of Yogyakarta.

Likewise, “We have no plans this 
year,” said Fr Widiatmoko, the rec-
tor of the Oblate Mary Immaculate 
Major Seminary in Yogyakarta.

But in Pineleng, Manado, North 
Sulawesi province, a priestly ordina-
tion did take place yesterday at the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus (MSC) Major 
Seminary with few participants and 
strictly adhering to COVID-19 re-
strictions.

Unlike past years when priestly or-
dination ceremonies attracted thou-
sands of parishioners and dozens of 
family members, only a “selected” 
few attended the July 27 event.

The ten new priests were ordained 
at the MSC major seminary church 
in the Diocese of Manado by Msgr 
Benedictus Estephanus Rolly Untu 
MSC together with the local superi-
ors, from the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

(MSC) Major Seminary and the 
major seminary of the Diocese of 
Manado. Of the ten priests ordained, 
four are from MSC and six from 
Manado.

During the ritual procession, Bish-
op Untu and two rectors wore face 
covering in accordance with COV-
ID-19 restrictions. The ten deacons 
also wear masks and face shields.

The highlight of the liturgy of 
priestly ordination – the laying of 
the hands by the bishop on the future 
priest or bishop – was done from a 
certain physical distance in which 
the hands of the bishop could not 
touch the forehead of the deacons. 
By Mathias Hariyadi, AsiaNews

Priestly ordination at the Sacred Heart of Jesus (MSC) Major Seminary with few 
participants and strictly adhering to COVID-19 restrictions. (Asianews photo)
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 BELFAST: Catholic bishops have 
said that proposed hate crime legis-
lation in Scotland could criminalise 
the Bible and the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church. 

In a statement issued July 29, the 
bishops argued that the Scottish 
Government’s new Hate Crime and 
Public Order Bill could lead to cen-
sorship of Catholic teaching.

“We are also concerned that sec-
tion 5 of the Bill creates an offense 
of possessing inflammatory material 
which, if taken with the low thresh-
old contained therein, could render 
material such as the Bible, the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church and 
other texts such as Bishops’ Con-
ference of Scotland submissions to 
government consultations, as being 
inflammatory under the new provi-
sion,” they said.

The bishops made the comments 
in a submission to the Scottish Par-
liament’s Justice Committee, which 

is scrutinising the bill. The bill was 
introduced by the Scottish Govern-
ment April 23. 

The proposed legislation creates 
a new crime of stirring up hatred 
against any of the protected groups 
covered by the bill, which include 
race, religion, sexual orientation, and 
transgender identity.

The bishops cited their recent sub-
mission to the government on the 
proposed revision of the Gender Rec-
ognition Act 2004, in which they set 
out the Church’s teaching “that sex 
and gender are not fluid and change-
able, and that male and female are 
complementary and ordered towards 
the creation of new life.” 

They said: “Such pronounce-
ments, which are widely held, might 
be perceived by others as an abuse of 
their own, personal worldview and 
likely to stir up hatred.” 

The bishops also noted that recent-
ly public figures have been accused 

of “transphobia” for arguing that 
men cannot become women and vice 
versa. They include the Harry Potter 
author J.K. Rowling, who lives in 
Scotland. 

“Many have also been accused of 
hate for using pronouns correspond-
ing with an individual’s biological 
or birth sex. The freedom to express 
these arguments and beliefs must be 
protected,” they wrote.

Commenting on the bishops’ sub-
mission, Anthony Horan, director of 
Scotland’s Catholic Parliamentary 
Office, said: “Whilst acknowledg-
ing that stirring up of hatred is mor-
ally wrong and supporting moves to 
discourage and condemn such be-
haviour, the bishops have expressed 
concerns about the lack of clarity 
around definitions and a potentially 
low threshold for committing an of-
fense, which they fear, could lead to 
a ‘deluge of vexatious claims.’”

He continued: “A new offense of 

possessing inflammatory material 
could even render material such as 
the Bible and the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church inflammatory. The 
Catholic Church’s understanding of 
the human person, including the be-
lief that sex and gender are not fluid 
and changeable, could fall foul of the 
new law. Allowing for respectful de-
bate means avoiding censorship and 
accepting the divergent views and 
multitude of arguments inhabiting 
society.”

The Scottish Government pro-
posed the bill in response to an 
independent review of hate crime 
laws led by the retired judge Lord 
Bracadale. The government argues 
the bill modernises, consolidates and 
extends existing hate crime legisla-
tion. It also abolishes the offence of 
blasphemy.

In their submission, the bishops 
said they had no objection to the pro-
posal to abolish the common law of 

blasphemy, which has not been pros-
ecuted in Scotland for more than 175 
years.

But the bishops said they were 
concerned the bill could feed “cancel 
culture.”

“The growth of what some de-
scribe as the ‘cancel culture’ -- hunt-
ing down those who disagree with 
prominent orthodoxies with the in-
tention to expunge the non-compli-
ant from public discourse and with 
callous disregard for their livelihoods 
-- is deeply concerning,” they wrote.

“No single section of society has 
dominion over acceptable and un-
acceptable speech or expression. 
Whilst the legislature and judiciary 
must create and interpret laws to 
maintain public order it must do so 
carefully, weighing in fundamental 
freedoms and allowing for reason-
ably held views, the expression 
of which is not intended to cause 
harm.” — CNA

ACCRA, Ghana: Salamatu Abuba-
kar spent years of her childhood 
picking up scraps of plastic on the 
streets of Accra, the African coastal 
city that is the capital of Ghana. Her 
dad took the plastic to an open air 
market, selling it in bulk to recyclers 
and scrap dealers, and barely earning 
enough to get by.

In that same market, Samuel Gan-
yo, who had come with his mother to 
Accra from a poorer city in Ghana, 
sold slices of sugar cane to market-
place vendors, shoppers, and people 
passing by in cars. A popular snack 
across Africa, sugar cane didn’t pay 
enough for Samuel and his mother.

Daniel Lomotey started working 
in another Accra market when he 
was 10. He dropped out of school 
then, and started working for his 
uncle pushing a handcart hired by 
vendors to move their products in the 
Mandela marketplace. It was hard 
work, and it didn’t pay very much. 
And because Daniel, like Salamatua 
and Samuel, wasn’t going to school, 
his prospects for the future looked 
grim.

When Daniel was 12, he met Sr 
Anthonia Orji of the Daughters of 
Sacred Passion, a Nigerian religious 
sister working in Ghana. Sr Anthonia 
helped kids do hard, heavy work on 
the streets, and helped them get back 
to school.

Sr. Anthonia is the centre manager 
and education officer at the Welfare, 
Empowerment Mobility Centre in 
the Archdiocese of Accra. Her work 
is part of the Rays of Hope project, 
which aims to help Ghana’s street 
kids, like Salamatua, Samuel, and 

Daniel, by giving them a home, and 
getting them enrolled in school.

Daniel is 18 now. He met Sr An-
thonia in 2014. And he said that 
meeting her is the best thing to hap-
pen in his life.

“Through her guidance and sup-
port, I am now a final year Junior 
High student at the St Peter’s Catho-
lic School in Ayikuma. Apart from 
that, I have acquired the skills in 
sewing and barbering through train-
ing at WEM,” Daniel said.

Samuel, who is 16, also lives at 
the center, along with 22 other young 
people.

“I have learnt a lot like farming 
and barbering of hair as an additional 
skill to my schooling and I advise all 
vulnerable children who have the op-
portunity like me to make good use 
of it,” said Samuel.

The centre doesn’t discriminate 
based upon religion. Though a Mus-
lim, Salamatu said she has come to 
love Catholicism, through the guid-
ance of Sr Anthonia, whom she said 
is her mentor and mother.

“I picked polythene on the streets 

for my dad to sell in the Ashaiman 
market to earn a living. But thanks 
to Rays of Hope, I now live a life of 
dignity,” she said, adding, “Through 
the skills training and way of life at 
the center, I can pray the rosary and 
other Catholic prayers very well 
even though I am a Muslim.”

Ghana’s constitution prohibits 
many types of child labour. But Sr 
Anthonia said that the constitutional 
law is not always followed, and that 
many poor children are put to work 
because of the poverty of their fami-
lies.

Sr Anthonia lamented school drop-
out, child mortality, child labour, 
child trafficking, rape, prostitution 
and defilement of vulnerable chil-
dren and urged Ghanaians to create a 
sense of belonging in street children.

She said that with the outbreak 
of COVID-19, the children ranging 
between the ages of 7 and 15 in resi-
dence at the WEM Centre have been 
placed in various homes.

All the children, she said, were 
schooling at the St Peter’s Catholic 
School. — CNA

DENVER: A fire tore through the 
parish offices of a historic Catholic 
church in Monroe, North Carolina 
early July 27 morning. Though the 
damage is extensive, the church's 
pastor is thankful that the blaze did 
not touch the main sanctuary or the 
Blessed Sacrament.

Fr Benjamin Roberts said he ar-
rived at Our Lady of Lourdes Cath-
olic Church on Monday morning, 
ready to celebrate daily Mass, to find 
the parish office building had burned 
to the ground.

Roberts was shaken, but he re-
solved to celebrate Mass outdoors in 
the outdoor grotto, as scheduled.

“I told people: I don’t have much 
information, and I’d appreciate it if 
you’d not ask me anything [yet] be-
cause I don’t have a lot of informa-
tion, and my staff doesn’t have any 
more information than I do. But I 
need the consolation of the Eucha-
rist,” he said.

In preaching the homily, Roberts 
said he sought to remind his parish-
ioners that although the old church 

building was damaged, God is still 
present in the community of His 
people.

Roberts said investigators have 
told him that the cause of the July 
28 fire is still “undetermined,” and 
though investigations strongly sus-
pect that it was an accident, and not 
arson, they have not yet reached a 
conclusion, he said. No one was hurt.

“I was relieved to hear that there 
was no evidence of arson or anything 
else. We hadn't had any threats, but 
there have been so many [arsons] 
throughout the country and through-
out the world, so that was a grave 
concern for me,” said Roberts, re-
ferring to attacks against Catholic 
churches and statues in recent weeks.

“But once I heard that, I was re-
lieved on a certain level.”

The early 90s-era building that 
holds the parish offices — normally 
used by Roberts, his secretary, and 
administrative assistant — were 
completely destroyed, and along 
with them many of the parish re-
cords. — CNA

Catholic bishops fear Scotland’s 
proposed hate crime law could 
criminalise Bible and Catechism

This nun aims to get Ghana’s children 
off the streets, and into school

Fire torches Catholic parish 
offices, chapel in North Carolina

Sister Anthonia Orji, and Rays of Hope Students. (CNA photos)

Our Lady of Lourdes, Monroe, North Carolina, after a July 28 fire.. (CNA photos)
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NEW DELHI: An Indian tribal Catholic 
woman is among seven young climate leaders 
selected by United Nations secretary-general 
Antonio Guterres to advise him on the global 
climate crisis.

Archana Soreng, who hails from Odisha 
state in eastern India, was chosen on July 27 to 
advise the UN on accelerating global action to 
tackle climate change.

“More and more people and world leaders 
are worried about climate change, including 
our pope. At this juncture recognition and ac-
knowledgement by the UN is a big honour and 
privilege for me,” said Soreng.

“I come from a Catholic and tribal family 
where from our childhood we are taught to 
revere, love and protect the environment, so it 
will be very helpful for me to be part of this 
group. It has given me an opportunity to work 
even harder.

“Our forefathers were the protectors of the 
forest and nature for years through their tra-
ditional knowledge and practices, and now it 
is our time to lead the world in combating the 

climate crisis.”
Soreng, who comes from the Khadia tribe in 

Sundergarh, gained an MA in regulatory gov-
ernance from the Tata Institute of Social Sci-
ences, Mumbai. She works as a research officer 
in Vasundhara, Odisha.

She has been engaged with youth groups at 
regional and national levels and is involved in 
indigenous youth groups to preserve, docu-
ment and promote the traditional knowledge 
and practices of their communities. Her articles 
have been published on national and interna-
tional youth websites.

“Archana’s recognition by the UN will give 
a morale boost to tribal people, who will be 
inspired by her work and come up with flying 
colours,” said Shilpa Ekka, general secretary of 
the Indian Catholic Youth Movement.

Fr Nicholas Barla, secretary of the Indian 
Bishops’ Commission for Tribal Affairs, said 
that “people like Archana give us encourage-
ment that even we can do it, it is even possible 
for us too.”

He added: “She and her family deserve this 

recognition and acknowledgement because for 
ages they have been connected with nature and 
protecting it. It is also a message to the world 
as well as to the nation that tribals are the true 
protectors of nature and the environment, al-
though they continue to face displacement and 
prejudice.” 

Meanwhile, Guterres said the UN is mak-
ing an effort to bring more young leaders into 
decision-making and planning processes.

“We have seen young people on the front 
lines of climate action. We are in a climate 
emergency. We do not have the luxury of time,” 
said Guterres while announcing the establish-
ment of the Youth Advisory Group on Climate 
Change, which represents the diverse voices of 
young people from all regions.

“We need urgent action now — to recover 
better from COVID-19, to confront injustice 
and inequality and address climate disruption,” 
he added.

The Youth Advisory Group on Climate 
Change will offer perspectives and solutions 
on climate change, from science to community 

mobilization, from entrepreneurship to politics, 
and from industry to conservation.

They were chosen to give frank and fearless 
advice at a time of growing urgency to hold 
government and corporate leaders to account 
on climate action.

The UN initiative is also aligned with the UN 
Youth Strategy launched in September 2018. 
— By Bijay Kumar Minj, ucanews.com

LAHORE: Christians in Pakistan can now 
connect even more deeply to their faith as the 
Church has redesigned an old radio service to 
launch a news program – the first of its kind in 
the country.

The newly-unveiled Radio Veritas Asia 
(RVA) Urdu service was launched by the 
Chairman of the National Commission for 
Social Communications, Archbishop Joseph 
Arshad of Islamabad-Rawalpindi, on 25 July. 
In a video message, he urged listeners to share 
church news and spread the message of peace 
and love.

The Lahore-based news service will air a 
20-minute news bulletin every Friday via the 
internet. It announced its presence to YouTube 
subscribers for the first time last Friday with its 
attractive yellow logo.

“It will include reports on ecology, human 
rights, peace activities, education, charity, inter-
faith and intrafaith. We shall focus on the Good 
News to unite and strengthen all churches and 
religions,” said Father Qaiser Feroz, director 
of the Workshop Audio Visual Education stu-
dio of the National Catholic Communication 
Center.

“Our editorial policies ban news of a politi-
cal and economic nature as well as reporting 
against the establishment,” Father Feroz added.

Radio Veritas Asia is a project of the Asian 
Bishops’ Conference. It started its Urdu service 
on August 14, 1987, mainly for listeners in Pa-
kistan, India and West Asia.

The recently launched Radio Veritas Asia 
news service is one of three Catholic chan-
nels in Pakistan where religious (Christian and 
Muslim) media is heavily restricted.

In 2016, the Pakistan Electronic Media 
Regulatory Authority (PEMRA) shut down 
all church-run TV stations in the country. Ac-
cording to the regulatory body, there is no cat-
egory for religious channels. It, therefore, does 
not issue licenses, landing rights, or the right 
to broadcast foreign TV content for programs 
with religious leanings.

Because of these increasing restrictions, the 
Internet has become one of the few outlets for 
Pakistani Christian media after Catholic TV 
channels were forced off-air.

According to Saleem Iqbal, former director 

of Isaac TV, the first Pakistani Christian satel-
lite broadcaster, none of the approximately 
twenty Christian channels operating via satel-
lite, cable and YouTube airs regular news.  Be-
sides, many of them are poorly funded and can 
barely keep afloat.

“Despite facing decades of persecution, we 
have to soften our content and cover the truth to 
avoid the wrath of authorities,” Iqbal explained. 
“Only the top cases of forced conversions and 
religiously motivated attacks are highlighted in 
news ticker or a few programmes of current af-
fairs on Christian channels.”

In its 2020 annual report, the US Com-
mission on International Religious Freedom 
recommended that Pakistan be designated “a 
country of particular concern” for its violations 
of religious freedom.

Recently, the Pakistani Supreme Court hint-
ed at banning YouTube in Pakistan while hear-
ing the case of a sectarian crime. The court ob-
jected to unregulated content on social media 
regarding the government, the judiciary and the 
armed forces.

Reacting to this, Church leaders, including 
Fr Qaiser Feroz, joined content creators to call 
on the government to refrain from banning the 
streaming service.

“This is the era of online services,” Fr Feroz 
said. “After experimenting with monthly news 
bulletins, we are now focusing on visual sto-
rytelling. This is especially important amid the 
coronavirus pandemic that has changed the 
world forever.” — Vatican News

Indian tribal Catholic joins United 
Nations climate initiative

Pakistan: Church launches 
first news service

Archbishop Joseph Arshad blessing the newsroom 
of Radio Veritas Asia (RVA) Urdu service. 

Archana Soreng from Odisha state will advise 
the UN on global action to tackle climate 
change. (UCA News photo)

BENGALURU: Archbishop Peter Machado 
on July 29 condemned the Karnataka gov-
ernment’s removal of chapters on Jesus and 
Prophet Mohammed among other topics 
from the school syllabus of the southern In-
dian state.

In a major policy decision the coalition 
government led by the pro-Hindu Bharatiya 
Janata Party also removed chapters on leg-
endary leaders of the state such as Tipu Sul-
tan and Hyder Ali.

The government has clarified that the 
move was to reduce the burden on students 
by nearly 30 per cent. The government also 
announced that it would also remove chap-
ters on freedom fighters to help students in 
the ongoing pandemic.

Archbishop Machado was among religious 
leaders, academicians and political leaders to 
decry the government decision

The government decision “looks like it is 
part of pre-fabricated agenda” not to teach 
children the religious tenets of Islam and 
Christianity and the contribution of the two 
religions to Indian society.

The prelate said it was sad that the gov-
ernment move deprives the school children 
to learn and absorb religious values so that 
they can become ambassadors of communal 

harmony and coexistence of people of vari-
ous religions.

The government move violates the spirit 
of the Indian Constitution’s secular values. 
“It is not a good sign,” the prelate noted.

The archbishop, who heads the Catholic 
Church in Karnataka, urged the state govern-
ment to remove “other not so important con-
tent,” but retain chapters on religion.

Karnataka Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee spokesperson Saleem Ahmed also con-
demned the government decision, which he 
said was unacceptable.

“The government is trying to use it as a 
cover up as it is unable to tackle its failures 
on all fronts, particularly the Coronavirus 
pandemic,” Ahmed alleged. He said his par-
ty would fight the move by uniting all op-
position parties.

The Karnataka government had earlier 
formed a three-member committee to review 
the syllabus.

The government, however, clarified that it 
would not bring any change in the present 
academic year in view of the pandemic.
“The move is temporary,” says a letter issued 
later in the day by the Acting Director of the 
Karnataka Syllabus Association under the 
Department of Education. — Matters India

Syllabus change: ‘Jesus’ and 
‘Mohammed’ removed
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Catholic officials in Shandong province are planning a 
symposium to explain the Sinicization of the Chinese 

Church, but not all are happy.
Shandong’s Catholic Patriotic Association (CPA) and 

provincial Church Affairs Committee (CAC) are organis-
ing the event with the theme Catholic theological thought 
in a new era.

A notice issued by the organisers on July 17 asked priests 
to write lectures in line with the Sinicization of religion, 
interpreting faith and Catholic thought in line with Chinese 
traditions and culture.

The notice has been sent to all nine dioceses in Shandong, 
one of several Catholic pockets in China.

Fr Wei Lei said he plans to attend the programme because 
the Sinicization of religion was necessary. “After all, we are 
Chinese, not foreigners, and our country is different, so it 
has to be in line with our national conditions. 

“Our social situation is to accept the leadership of the 
Chinese Communist Party. In order to do a good job, we 
have to integrate faith in traditional Chinese culture and fol-
low faith in line with the Chinese people,” said

But Father Peter said those attending the programme 
would be betraying the Church. “I cannot accept the leader-
ship of an atheist party — this is absurd. 

“To present the Catholic faith as part of Chinese cul-
ture is a tactic to make the Church a puppet of the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP). Christians can accept Chinese 
painting, architecture and literature as expressions of faith. 
However, accepting traditional culture as a tool to interpret 
Christian faith aims to make the Church submissive to the 
party.” he said.

Traditional Chinese culture is a mixture of Confucianism, 
Buddhism and Taoism. The teachings of Confucius and Lao 
Tzu are ways of making people submissive to rulers.

“Can we use such a thing to explain Christian faith that 
stands for justice and democracy and faith sharing?” he 
asked.

Shandong is the hometown of Confucius. The Church 
will be harmed if traditional culture, represented by the 
teachings of Confucius, is now used to explain the Catholic 
faith.

Fr Joseph, another priest in the province said that he is 
upset because of the composition of the symposium’s or-
ganisers. He pointed out that “The CPA is not at all a bridge 
between the government and the Church. It is a puppet of 
the government. 

“Before the communist regime was established, mis-
sionaries of the Franciscans and the Society of the Divine 
Word ran the Church in Shandong. They managed seminar-
ies, schools and orphanages but also published books and 
newspapers and had great social influence.” 

But the current bishops have been made obedient to the 
centralised power of the government, even participating in 
CCP activities and wearing red clothes for photographs.

Fr Paul Chang of Hebei province said that ever since the 
CCP came to power, the Church in Shandong has bribed 
Catholics to be accomplices of state agents in oppressing 
the Church.

Two of the most famous are Anthony Liu Bainian, who 
become known as the “mainland pope,” and Bishop Fang 
Xingyao of Linyi. They have followed the orders of the 
party and betrayed the Church, especially by presiding over 
and participating in many illegal ordinations, Fr Chang said.

Zhang Qiang, a Shandong Catholic, said the number of 
Catholics is dwindling in the region “because the priests are 
not evangelising. Each death means one less Catholic. Even 
the number of priests is falling.” — ucanews.com

Sinicization seminar divides 
priests in China’s Shandong Certain doctrinal criticisms of the cur-

rent pontificate show a gradual but 
increasingly clear-cut separation from 
the Second Vatican Council — not from 
a certain interpretation of some texts, but 
from the Council texts themselves. Some 
interpretations that insist on contrasting 
Pope Francis with his immediate pre-
decessors thus end up openly criticizing 
even St John Paul II and Benedict XVI, 
or by passing over in silence some funda-
mental aspects of their ministry that rep-
resent evident developments of the latest 
Council.

The prophecy of dialogue
One example of this was the recent 25th 
anniversary of the encyclical Ut unum 
sint, in which Pope St John Paul II stated 
that ecumenical commitment and dia-
logue with non-Catholics are a priority 
of the Church. This anniversary has been 
ignored by those who today propose a re-
ductive interpretation of tradition, closed 
to that “dialogue of love,” beyond the 
doctrinal, which was promoted by the 
Polish Pope in obedience to our Lord's 
ardent desire for unity.

The prophecy of forgiveness
Equally overlooked was another impor-
tant anniversary: the request for jubilee 
forgiveness strongly desired by St John 
Paul II on 12 March twenty years ago. 
The prophetic power of this Pontiff who 
asked forgiveness for the sins committed 
by the children of the Church was over-
flowing. And when one speaks of “chil-
dren” the popes are also included. As we 
know, those who ask forgiveness for mis-
takes put themselves in a risky situation 
of scrutiny. Saint John Paul II propheti-
cally chose the path of truth. The Church 
cannot and must not be afraid of the truth. 
The then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Pre-
fect of the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith, underlined the “novelty of 
this gesture,” a “public act of repentance 
of the Church for the sins of the past and 
today,” a “mea culpa of the Pope in the 
name of the Church,” a truly “new ges-
ture, but nevertheless in profound conti-
nuity with the history of the Church, and 
with its self-awareness.”

The Inquisition and violence: a 
growing consciousness
Many dark stories have been stirred up 
about the inquisition, burnings and vari-
ous forms of intolerance of the Church 
throughout history, exaggerating, falsi-
fying, slandering and decontextualising 
in order to erase from memory the great 
and decisive contributions of Christi-
anity to humanity. And historians have 
often restored the truth in the face of so 
many myths and distortions of reality. 
But this does not prevent us from mak-
ing a serious examination of conscience 
in order “to recognise past wrongs,” as 
John Paul II affirmed, and “reawaken our 
con-sciences to the compromises of the 
present.” From this came the request for 
forgiveness, in 2000, “for the divisions 
which have occurred among Christians, 
for the violence some have used in the 
service of the truth and for the distrust-
ful and hostile attitudes sometimes taken 
towards the followers of other religions.” 
“With the passage of time,” he said in 

2004, “the Church, guided by the Holy 
Spirit, perceives with ever clearer aware-
ness what she needs in order to conform” 
to the Gospel, which rejects the intolerant 
and violent methods that have disfigured 
her face in history.

The Galileo case
A particularly significant case was that of 
Galileo Galilei, the great Italian scientist. 
A Catholic who, said John Paul II, “suf-
fered a lot - we cannot hide it — from men 
and ecclesial bodies”. Pope St John Paul 
II examined the story “in light of the his-
torical context of the time” and “the men-
tality of the time”. The Church, though 
founded by Christ, “remains neverthe-
less made up of limited men and women 
linked to their cultural epoch.” She too 
“learns by experience,” and the history of 
Galileo “allowed a more just maturation 
and understanding of Her authority.” The 
understanding of the truth grows — it is 
not given once and for all.

A Copernican revolution
St John Paul II recalls that “the geocen-
tric representation of the world was com-
monly accepted in the culture of the time 
as fully consistent with the teaching of the 
Bible, in which some expressions, taken 
literally, seemed to constitute statements 
of geocentrism”. The problem posed by 
the theologians of the time was therefore 
that of the compatibility of heliocentrism 
and Scripture. Thus, new science, with 
the methods and the freedom of research 
that it presupposed, forced theologians 
to question their criteria for interpreting 
Scripture. Most were unable to do so. 
Paradoxically, Galileo, a sincere believer, 
showed himself on this point “more dis-
cerning than his theologian adversaries” 
who had fallen into error trying to defend 
the faith. “The upheaval caused by the 
Copernican system” thus had “repercus-
sions on the interpretation of the Bible.” 
Galileo, not a theologian, but a Catholic 
scientist, “introduces the principle of in-
terpretation of sacred books, beyond even 
the literal sense, but in accordance with 
the intent and the type of exposition prop-
er to each of them” according to their lit-
erary genres. This position was confirmed 
by Pius XII in 1943 with the Encyclical 
Divino afflante Spiritu.

The theory of evolution
A similar growth in the Church’s aware-
ness occurred with the theory of evolution 
which seemed to contradict the principle 
of creation. A first opening was that of 
Pius XII with the Encyclical Humani gen-
eris of 1950 (its 70th anniversary will be 
on Aug 12). St John Paul II affirmed that 
“creation places itself in the light of evo-
lution as an event that extends over time 
— as a creatio continua — in which God 
becomes visible to the eyes of the believer 
as the Creator of Heaven and earth”. Pope 
Francis underlines that “when we read 
the story of Creation in Genesis, we risk 
imagining that God was a magician, com-
plete with an all-powerful magic wand. 
But that was not so. He created beings and 
he let them develop according to the in-
ternal laws with which He endowed each 
one, that they might develop, and reach 
their fullness (…) The Big Bang theory, 
which is proposed today as the origin of 

the world, does not contradict the inter-
vention of a divine creator but depends 
on it. Evolution in nature does not conflict 
with the notion of Creation, because evo-
lution presupposes the creation of beings 
which evolve.”

The development of the concept of 
freedom
In the New Testament, but not only there, 
can be found very profound calls to free-
dom that have changed history; but they 
are discovered slowly. Pope Boniface 
VIII, with the Bull Unam sanctam of 
1302, reaffirmed the superiority of spir-
itual authority over temporal authority. It 
was a different era. 

Almost 700 years later, John Paul II, 
speaking in Strasbourg before the Eu-
ropean Parliament, observed that medi-
eval Christianity still did not distinguish 
“between the proper spheres of faith and 
civil life”. The consequence of this vision 
was the “integralist temptation to exclude 
those who did not profess the true faith 
from the temporal community”. Even 
as late as 1791, in a letter to the French 
bishops, Pius VI criticised the Constitu-
tion passed by the National Assembly that 
“established as a principle of natural law 
that a person living in Society must be 
completely free. That is, he or she must 
not be disturbed by anyone, and can free-
ly think as he or she likes, and write and 
even publish in print anything in matters 
of Religion.” 

And in 1832, Gregory XVI’s Encycli-
cal Mirari vos spoke of freedom of con-
science as a “most poisonous error” and 
“delirium”; while Pius IX in the 1864 Syl-
labus condemns among “the principal er-
rors of our age” the idea that it is no longer 
appropriate “that the Catholic religion 
should be considered the only religion 
of the State, excluding all other religions, 
never minding what one wants” and the 
fact that “in some Catholic countries it has 
been established by law that those who go 
there are entitled to have public worship 
proper to each one.”

The Second Vatican Council, with its 
Declarations Dignitatis humanae, On 
Religious Freedom; and Nostra aetate, 
on the Relation of the Church with non-
Christian Religions, makes a leap forward 
that recalls the Council of Jerusalem of 
the first Christian community that opened 
the Church to all humanity. Faced with 
these challenges, Saint John Paul II af-
firmed that “the pastor must show that he 
is ready for authentic boldness”.  

A schism
In 1988 the schism of the Lefebvrian tra-
ditionalists was confirmed. They rejected 
the developments brought about by Vati-
can Council II, saying that a new Church 
had been created. Benedict XVI used a 
strong image when he exhorted them to 
not “freeze the Church’s teaching author-
ity... in the year 1962.” Something similar 
had already happened in 1870, when the 
so-called “old Catholics” condemned the 
First Vatican Council on account of the 
dogma of papal infallibility. 

The Catholic Church has journeyed 
through more than twenty Councils in his-
tory. Each time there was someone who 
did not accept the new developments. — 
By Sergio Certofanti, Vatican News

The development of  doctrine 
is fidelity in newness
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What to make of the fact that the Catho-
lic Church received $1.4 billion from 
the US government’s Paycheck Pro-

tection Programme? 
Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma 

City and chairman of the USCCB’s Committee 
on Domestic Justice and Human Development, 
said in a statement, that the “Catholic Church” 
encompasses the hundreds of individual Catho-
lic dioceses, parishes, schools, social-service 
agencies, and other organisations that collec-
tively employ thousands of people, and so is 
not prohibited from receiving taxpayer-backed 
federal aid. 

“The Paycheck Protection Programme (PPP)
was designed to protect the jobs of Americans 
from all walks of life, regardless of whether 
they work for for-profit or non-profit employ-
ers, faith-based or secular,” his statement read 
in part. A range of Catholic media outlets have 
made the same observation, and it seems clear 
there is less to this “story” than meets the eye. 

Yet at the same time, we should remain mind-
ful about the constitutional and political issues 
concerning the relationship between Church 
and state, and the continued need for financial 
accountability and transparency in light of the 
links between the sexual abuse crisis and finan-
cial mismanagement in Catholic institutions. It 
seems that some of the objection to PPP fund-
ing for the Church arises from the belief that 
the money could be used to pay settlements and 
legal costs associated with sex abuse cases and 
other scandals. And this unfortunately speaks 
to the level of regard many people have for the 
Catholic Church today.

But we might also use the moment to think 
about the larger ecclesiological and theological 
issues raised by the increasingly decisive role of 
money in the life of the Church, especially the 
U.S. Catholic Church. As a result of changes 
in Catholic political culture since the twenti-
eth century, wealthy donors have acquired the 
kind of legitimacy that the institutional Church 
might have once conferred on emperors, kings, 
and princes — as evidenced now in the expand-
ing influence of conservative and traditionalist 
Catholic groups and Catholic business leaders. 
But this development itself arises in part from 
four decades of hostility to government spend-

ing and the dismantling of federal social service 
programmes, which has raised the pressure 
on Catholic organisations to provide more of 
these services than at any time since those pro-
grammes were implemented in the twentieth 
century. 

The donations the Catholic Church gets from 
these private entities don’t necessarily come out 
of sympathy or support for the work it’s do-
ing in these areas; rather, the contributions can 
sometimes be meant to influence the Church’s 
position on issues like immigration, the envi-
ronment, and the economy. But in the case of 
the PPP payouts, we are talking about taxpayer 
money. And this should make us think about 
the complex meaning of “poor Church” in the 
recent Catholic tradition, and what that idea 
means going forward.

Contemporary Catholic teaching on this mat-
ter begins with Vatican II. The documents of the 
council were somewhat ambivalent on the sub-
ject of the relationship between the Church and 
the political, social, and economic status quo, as 
well as state support (financial and otherwise) 
for the Catholic Church. The ambivalence was 
a reflection of differing sensibilities evident at 
Vatican II — illustrated, for example, by the 
“Catacombs’ Pact of the Poor and Servant 

Church” on the one hand,  and the more cap-
italist-friendly position of European and North 
American bishops.

French Dominican Yves Congar, probably 
the most influential theologian at the council, 
helped shape a new understanding of the “poor 
Church” with his 1963 book, For a Servant and 
Poor Church (republished in several languages 
since the election of Pope Francis). Congar de-
scribed the essential vocation of the Church as 
service to a neighbour, in direct connection with 
a love for poverty. He referred to the contrast 
seen through history between a Church destined 
to be poor, like Christ, and one that through its 
representatives manifests outwardly as rich. 

But his was not a materialistic concept: 
Congar understood the idea of poverty in the 
Church as Christological (the only wealth of the 
Church is Christ) and ecclesiological (the poor 
are a sacrament of our encounter with God). 
Congar never really addressed what it means in 
the literal financial sense to be a “poor Church.” 
Rather, Church-and-poverty was to be under-
stood in a universal sense: all members of the 
Church are the poor.

The unresolved tension between “rich 
Church” and “Church for the poor” is evident 
in the conciliar constitution Lumen Gentium, 

paragraph eight:
“Just as Christ carried out the work of re-

demption in poverty and persecution, so the 
Church is called to follow the same route that 
it might communicate the fruits of salvation to 
men. Christ Jesus, ‘though He was by nature 
God...emptied Himself, taking the nature of a 
slave,’ and ‘being rich, became poor’ for our 
sakes. Thus, the Church, although it needs hu-
man resources to carry out its mission, is not set 
up to seek earthly glory, but to proclaim, even by 
its own example, humility and self-sacrifice.”

The Church needs to follow Christ in pov-
erty and persecution, but it also needs human 
resources to carry out its mission. The “both 
and” that is typical of Catholicism helps in ar-
ticulating how the idea of “poor Church” can be 
understood.

As interpretations of Vatican II changed dur-
ing the pontificates of John Paul II and Benedict 
XVI, there was less emphasis on the idea of the 
poor Church, paralleling Vatican disavowals of 
liberation theology that had begun in the early 
1980s. But suddenly, in 2013, the election of 
Pope Francis helped bring back the idea of a 
poor Church. The name the new pope took was 
itself an indication of this. “Oh, how I would 
like a poor Church, and for the poor,” he said a 
few days after his election, confirming he would 
resume the interrupted discourse of Vatican II. 
Francis’s relationship with liberation theology 
might be complicated, but he clearly speaks a 
different language than his predecessors on the 
idea of a poor Church.

There are some post-Vatican II dilemmas 
to deal with. In many countries, including the 
United States, the Catholic Church is not only 
an important advocate for the voiceless, but 
also literally a lifeline. What are the costs for 
the poor of having a poor Church? Though the 
Church cannot afford to be politicized, it retains 
the right and duty to be political, as is necessary 
for its prophetic mission. To be prophetic means 
renouncing the privileges granted through con-
cordats or other unwritten clauses and edicts. 
But a radical withdrawal from the public square 
would mean losing the platform to speak in fa-
vour and on behalf of those excluded from or 
suffering under the economic system. — By 
Massimo Faggioli, Commonweal

A Church that is poor?

A mural depicting Pope Francis as a homeless man asking for charity is seen in Milan May 23, 2020. 
(CNS photo/Alessandro Garofalo, Reuters)

Last week, La Croix and The Tablet both 
reported on an interview with the presi-

dent of the French Bishops’ Conference, Arch-
bishop Éric de Moulins-Beaufort. During the 
interview, he envisioned that “the Holy See 
will one day be led by the Pope surrounded by 
a college of cardinals in which there would be 
women.”

The Rheims archbishop’s musings remind-
ed me of many years ago when I was much 
younger, and older Catholics were first daring 
to discuss the ordination of women.

Invariably the debates about the probability 
of ordained women surrendered to the ques-
tion of whether such ordination was possible. 
Here arguments against the possibility were 
raised by invoking pervasive misogyny, local 
cultures, theology, canon law, the Bible and 
even the intentionality of Jesus at the last sup-
per!

After exhausting a host of objections to the 
possible, invariably a senior in the room would 
suggest, “Why not make women cardinals?” 
This often prompted quizzical stares from 
mostly everyone, but the clever proponent 
would remind them that until recently there 
were, indeed, lay cardinals. “They didn’t have 
to be ordained,” the proponent would expertly 
conclude.

It was only a hundred years ago that the 
“new” Code of Canon Law (1917) decreed 
that cardinals had to be ordained. Before that 

they were either from the laity or the ordained, 
though clearly the majority were the latter.

Ordination was introduced, in part, to cor-
rect abuse in the appointment of cardinals. For 
instance, in 1735, Pope Clement XII made 
Luis Antonio de Borbón, son of King Felipe V 
of Spain, a cardinal, he was 8 years old. Ordi-
nation would give some surety that the person 
was an adult and theologically educated.

In 1983, the code required that cardinals be 
bishops.

We should not think, however, that these 
laws negated the possibility of popes making 
lay cardinals. While we can rarely know what 
a pope intends to do until he discloses it, there 
have been fairly consistent reports that Pope 
Paul VI wanted to or actually offered to make 
the French philosopher Jacques Maritain one, 
and later that Pope John Paul II offered the 
appointment to Mother Teresa. Both persons 
reportedly declined the offer.

Moreover, in 2013 on these pages Jesuit 
Fr. Frederico Lombardi, director of the Holy 
See’s press office, commented that women 
cardinals were “theologically and theoretically 
… possible.” Like my seniors 50 years ago, he 
added, “Being a cardinal is one of those roles 
in the church for which, theoretically, you do 
not have to be ordained.” He said this, how-
ever, to quell speculation that a woman would 
be among those named for the next consistory.

Why should women cardinals matter?

Like the discussions 50 years ago, the 
Rheims archbishop’s comments remind us of 
a variety of ways that the laity in general and 
women in particular can and should exercise 
authority and leadership in the church. He 
entertained the question of women deacons, 
but he was much more interested in the diver-
sity of leadership roles in the church that were 
not being filled by the laity nor especially by 
women whether religious or lay. Thus he noted 
that he was “completely flabbergasted” that 
non-ordained religious brothers could vote at 
the Synod of Bishops' meetings, but women 
could not.

Reminding us that the ordained “are in prin-
ciple neither more learned nor closer to God 
than the laity,” he added, “The voice of all the 
baptised laity, from the moment they try to em-
brace Christianity, should be able to count as 
much as that of the clergy.”

Then he turned to the question of compe-
tency: “Nothing prevents them from holding 
many more important functions in the work-
ings of the institution, with everything being a 
matter of competence.”

Ah, competency! The question of leadership 
in the church too often defaults to the question 
of ordination, a dumbfounding mistake inas-
much as ordination simply does not bestow 
such competency for leadership, though it 
does recognise and confirm the capacity to 
preside at certain sacraments. Pope Francis’ 

insistence on a servant priesthood is a helpful 
addendum: Orders is fundamentally a sacra-
ment for a vocation of service.

When it comes to competency for leader-
ship, the sacrament does not give to those 
what they do not have. By the sacrament of 
orders, a priest or a bishop does not become 
more able to lead an office, a parish, a depart-
ment at an episcopal conference, a state or na-
tional conference, a confraternity, a Catholic 
non-governmental organisation, a dicastery or 
a congregation. Clergy do not gain such com-
petency by orders.

The appeal to having women cardinals, 
then, is a case in point. The Pope shortly after 
his election created a cabinet of eight cardinals 
whose judgment he wanted to regularly sum-
mon. If he is looking for competent judgment, 
could there not be women in that group? If 
women could be cardinals, should not they be 
in his inner circle of confidants and advisors?

I always find the topic of women cardinals 
energising. As it did 50 years ago and as re-
cently Moulins-Beaufort illustrated, the topic 
provokes us to untether the question of compe-
tency from orders and allows us to see as Paul 
told us the variety of gifts within the church.

That untethering is long overdue. — By Fr 
James F. Keenan, SJ, NCR

l Jesuit Fr James F. Keenan is Canisius 
Professor at Boston College.

The Church needs women cardinals



In his book The Secret, Rene 
Fumoleau has a poem entitled 
Sins. Fumoleau, who was a 

missionary priest with the Dene 
Peoples in Northern Canada, 
once asked a group of Elders to 
name what they considered the 
worst sin of all. Their answer:

The ten Dene                            
discussed together,

And after a while Radisca                        
explained to me:

“We talked it over,                             
and we all agree:

The worst sin people can make
 is to lock their door.”

Perhaps at the time this inci-
dent took place and in that par-
ticular Dene village, you could 
still safely leave your door un-
locked, but that’s hardly sound 
advice for most of us who are 
safe only when we have dou-
ble locks and electronic secu-
rity systems securing our doors. 
Still, these Dene Elders are right 
because, at the end of the day 
they’re speaking of something 
deeper than a security bolt on our 
outside door. What does it really 
mean to lock your door? 

As we know, there are many 
kinds of doors we lock and un-
lock to let others in and out. Jean-

Paul Sartre, the famed French 
existentialist, once wrote: Hell 
is other people. While this may 
feel very true emotionally on a 
given day, it is the antithesis of 
any religious truth, particularly 
Christian truth. In all the great 
religions of the world, in the end, 
being with others is heaven; end-
ing up eternally alone is hell.

That’s a truth built into our 
very nature. As human persons 
we are constitutively social; 
meaning we’re built in such a 
way that while we’re always 
individual, private, and idiosyn-
cratic at the same time, we’re al-
ways social, communitarian, and 
interdependent. We’re built to be 
with others and there’s no ulti-
mate meaning or fulfilment to be 
found in being alone. Indeed, we 
need each other simply to sur-
vive and remain sane. Still more, 
we need each other for love and 
meaning because, without these, 
there’s no purpose to us. To end 
up alone is death of the worst 
kind.

This needs to be highlighted 
today because, both in society 
and in our churches, too many of 
us are locking a select number of 
our doors in ways that are both 
destructive and genuinely un-
Christian. What’s our issue? 

Twenty years ago, Robert Put-

nam looked at the breakdown 
of community within our cul-
ture and named it with a catchy 
phrase, Bowling Alone.  For Put-
nam, our families, neighbour-
hoods and wider communities 
are breaking down because of an 
excessive individualism within 
the culture. More and more, 
we’re doing things alone, walk-
ing within our own idiosyncratic 
rhythms rather than within com-
munity rhythms. Few would dis-
pute this assessment.  

However, what we’re strug-
gling with today goes further 
than the individualism Putnam 
so playfully names. In the ex-
cessive individualism Putnam 
describes, we end up bowling 
alone, but mostly still inside the 

same bowling alley, separate 
from each other but not locked 
out. Our problem goes deeper. 
Metaphorically, we’re locking 
each other out of our common 
bowling alley. What’s meant 
here?

Beyond an isolating individu-
alism, we’re struggling today 
in our families, communities, 
countries, and churches with a 
demon of a different sort, that is, 
with doors locked in bitterness. 
Politically, in many of our coun-
tries we’re now so polarised that 
the various sides are unable to 
even have a respectful, civil con-
versation with each other. The 
other is “hell”.  This is true too 
inside our families where con-
versation at Thanksgiving or the 
Christmas dinner has to carefully 
avoid all references to what’s go-
ing on in the country and we can 
only be at the same table with 
each other if we keep our politi-
cal views locked away. 

Sadly, this is now mirrored in 
our churches where different vi-
sions of theology, ecclesiology, 
and morality have led to a polari-
sation of such intensity that each 
theological and ecclesial group 
now stays behind its own solidly 
locked door. There’s no open-
ness to what’s other and all real 
dialogue has been replaced by 

mutual demonization. This lack 
of openness is ultimately what 
the Dene refer to as the worst 
sin of all, our locked doors. Hell 
then really is the other person. 
Sartre must be smiling. 

It’s interesting how evil 
works.  The Gospels give us 
two separate words for the evil 
one. Sometimes the evil one is 
called “the devil” (Diabolos) and 
sometimes the evil one is called 
“satan” (Satanas). Both describe 
the evil power that works against 
God, goodness, and love within 
a community. The “Devil” works 
by dividing us, one from anoth-
er, breaking down community 
through jealousy, pride and false 
freedom; whereas “Satan” works 
in the reverse way. Satan unites 
us in sick ways so as to have us, 
as groups, demonise each other, 
carry out crucifixions, and cling 
to each other feverishly through 
sick kinds of hysteria and ideolo-
gies that make for scapegoating, 
racism, sexism, and group-ha-
tred of every kind. Either way, 
whether it’s satan or the devil, 
we end up behind locked doors 
where those outside ourselves 
are seen as hell. 

So it’s true, “the worst sin we 
can commit is to lock our doors.” 
— By Fr Ron Rolheiser, all 
rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

On not locking our doors
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NEW DELHI: Noted Jesuit theo-
logian and Indologist Jesuit Father 
George Gispert-Sauch has passed 
on at the age of 90 on July 29. After 
leaving Vidyajyoti College of The-
ology, Delhi, five years ago, he has 
been living at Vinayalaya, a Jesuit 
residence in Mumbai, western India.

Fondly called as Fr Gispert, he 
taught at Vidyajyoti since 1971 and 
was closely associated with it from 
its inception and growth. Intellectu-
ally sharp and brilliant, he lived a 
very simple and humble life. Gen-
erations of scholars and students 
who met and dialogued with Father 
Gispert will remember him for his 
encyclopedic knowledge of Christi-
anity and Hinduism.

He may have read several thou-
sands of books and articles and, 
when you asked his help to find a 
book in the library, he would accom-
pany you and point it out right there 
in the shelf.

Fr Gispert was born in Spain in 
1930 and since 1949 he made India 
his home. With a burning desire to 
be a missionary he began learning 
Gujarati and Marathi but his ‘stars’ 
guided him to unexplored areas. Ini-
tially he was destined to be part of 
a team, along with Parmananda Di-
varkar, to start an institute of Indian 
culture in Bombay.

With this intent, along with the 
usual priestly formation, he studied 
Sanskrit and obtained a BA, and 
eventually an MA in that subject and 

Indian Culture. He studied theology 
at St Mary’s College, Kurseong, 
West Bengal, and was ordained a 
priest in 1962.

Destined now to teach theology at 
the alma mater (a letter from Rome 
fixed it), he began to specialise in 
Indology and went on to Pune and 
then to the Catholic Institute in Paris, 
where he obtained a doctorate. Since 
1967 he taught theology, first at Kur-
seong and later in Delhi, living close 
to the shores of river Yamuna.

In his own words, Fr Gispert was 
a ‘rather mediocre and poor teacher.’ 
He taught various subjects at Vid-
yajyoti – from Sacraments and to 
dogmas to fundamentals to Latin 
and Greek – but he came fully alive 
in conversations and theological 
discussions and debates. He was a 
consultant to numerous students, 
theologians and bishops.

At Vidyajyoti, besides being a 
Registrar from 1972-1982, he was 
secretary of Vidyajyoti Journal of 
Theological Reflection (VJTR) 
from 1984 until his leaving Delhi. 
Across the world VJTR readers 
appreciated his book re-views and 
looked forward for his articles and 
comments.

His work: Bliss in the Upanshads: 
An Analytical Study of the Origin 
and Growth of the Vedic Concept of 
Ananda was Fr Gispert’s doctoral 
thesis. Later he edited several books: 
The Writings of Brahmabandhab 
Upadhyay - with Julius Lipner; Lib-

eration in Asia: Theological Per-
spectives – with Soosai Arokasamy; 
Theologizing in India: Selection of 
Papers Presented at the Seminar… 
– with Michael Amaladoss and T K 
John; God’s Word Among Men: Pa-
pers in Honour of Joseph Putz; and, 
Christianity in India: Two Thousand 
Years of Faith - with Leonardo Fer-
nando.

These and other works attest to his 
commitment. When Gispert was 75, 
Vidyajyoti published a Festschrift, 
edited by Jesuit Fr Sebastian Paina-
dath and Leonard Fernando. Its title 
is revealing: Co-worker for your Joy. 
He was an unassuming co-worker to 
many, stimulating students and em-
powering the poor, serving God’s 
people in his own inimitable ways.

In the 1980s Fr Gispert gave the 
prestigious Teape Lectures at the 
Divinity School of Cambridge. At 
Vidyajyoti, he taught at St Peter’s 
Pontifical Institute, Bangalore, Pun-
jab University, Patiala, and a host of 
other centres.

As a resource person, Fr Gispert 
served the local Church in Delhi and 
India, especially the Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference of India (CBCI). 
He was instrumental in drafting 
Guidelines for Dialogue and Guide-
lines for Ecumenism of the CBCI.

Fr Gispert was a deeply spiritual 
person. Up before all others in the 
Vidyajyoti chapel in the mornings, 
he was sought after for spiritual di-
rection, and made himself available 

to offer Masses or hear confessions. 
For decades he was a regular con-
fessor to those at the nunciature in 
Delhi.

In 1996 Fr Gispert’s Golden Ju-
bilee (50 years in the Society of 
Jesus) was celebrated at Vidyajyoti 
and Archbishop Alan Basil de Lastic 
celebrated the thanksgiving Eucha-
rist.

In an interview given then to me, 
explaining the shifts and changes, he 
said:

“There has been a big change in 
the last 25 years. One strong trend 
is obviously Dalit theology, Tribal 
theology, Feminist Theology. The 
earlier concern of Indian theology 
was focused on Vedanta, perceived 
as the most representative thing of 
India. Now the most representative 
realities in India are the Dalits and 
the tribals. Indian theology studies 
them….Putting the poor at the cen-
tre of our reflection is a right option 
in a good direction. However, we 
cannot just neglect or forget an enor-
mous amount of wisdom which has 
come out from centuries of thought, 
discussions and reflections. A har-
monious blend between the little tra-
dition and the great tradition may be 
more helpful for Indian theology.”

Fr Gispert held a very broad 
spectrum of views and thoughts, 
and encouraged his students to do 
the same. Baptised in the waters of 
the Jordan and having lived on the 
plains and mountains and on the 

banks of rivers, mostly along the 
Yamuna, he lived a truly committed 
life. After all he is from Spain, and 
his Ignatian spirituality nourished 
and guided him through thick and 
thin as he crossed various paths in 
the journey of life.

Academically he searched for 
‘Bliss in the Upanishads.’ Now, may 
the Lord of Life welcome him into 
eternal life, offering him true ‘Anan-
da.’ Glad that today is dashami, 
tenth day of the month of Sravan, 
and, our faith says that every day 
and every moment is auspicious to 
enter into new and abundant life! — 
By Fr Stanislaus Alla SJ, Matters 
India

l Jesuit Fr Stanislaus Alla is a 
professor of theology at Vidyajyoti 
Institute of Theologate

Gispert Sauch: Spanish missionary with 
encyclopedic knowledge of Hinduism

Fr George Gispert-Sauch, SJ



HERALD August 2, 2020 13

In the interview given to Austin 
Ivereigh, available through the 

Civiltà Cattolica website,  Francis 
said: “I’m going to dare to offer 
some advice. This is the time to go 
to the underground. I’m thinking of 
Dostoyevsky’s short novel, Notes 
from the Underground. Go under-
ground to see the earth and under-
stand its dynamics: this is necessary. 
These are dynamics that the Pope 
reveals by referring to photographs: 
“A photo appeared the other day of 
a parking lot in Las Vegas where the 
homeless had been put in quaran-
tine. And the hotels were empty. But 
the homeless cannot go to a hotel. 
That is the throwaway culture.” And 
another one: “In Rome recently, in 
the midst of the quarantine, a police-
man said to a man: ‘You can’t be on 
the street, go home.’ The response 
was: ‘I have no home. I live on the 
street.’”

The call is to open our eyes, to see: 
“To ‘see’ the poor means to restore 
their humanity. They are not things, 
not garbage; they are people. We 
can’t settle for a welfare policy such 

as we have for rescued animals.” So 
“going underground” means pass-
ing “from the hyper-virtual, flesh-
less world to the suffering flesh of 
the poor.” Seeing the waste leads to 
touching the flesh.

Addressing the issue of young 
people in that interview, Francis 
proposed a reversal of the top/down 
perspective, and indicated the di-
rection of the gaze from below. He 
asks the young people, in fact, to 

have “the courage to look ahead.” 
And he says this by quoting Virgil. 
When Aeneas has lost everything 
following defeat in Troy, two paths 
lie before him: remain there to weep 
and end his life, or “follow what was 
in his heart, to go up to the moun-
tain and leave the war behind. It’s 
a beautiful verse: Cessi, et sublato 
montem genitore petivi ‘I gave way 
to fate and, bearing my father on my 
shoulders, made for the mountain.’”

In a context in which the “fight” against 
the virus has been treated in war-like 

terms, which describe it as an invasion 
by an enemy power, the citizen becomes 
a soldier and the helper becomes a hero. 
The logos gives way to polemos. In the 
semantic field generated by the word 
“war,” the one who “falls” and becomes 
ill is a loser. The sick person is a loser.

The Pope does not shirk the use of the 
war metaphor, but he makes it perform a 
pirouette that alters its usual meaning. “In 
these days, full of difficulties and deep 
anguish,” he wrote in a letter to the Popu-
lar Movements on Easter Sunday, “many 
have used war-like metaphors to refer to 
the pandemic we are experiencing. If the 
struggle against COVID-19 is a war, then 
you are truly an invisible army, fighting 
in the most dangerous trenches, an army 
whose only weapons are solidarity, hope, 
and community spirit, all revitalising at a 
time when no one can save themselves 
alone. As I told you in our meetings, to 
me you are ‘social poets’ because, from 
the forgotten peripheries where you live, 
you create admirable solutions for the 
most pressing problems afflicting the 
marginalised.”

It is very interesting how the metaphor 
is taken up and emptied from the inside, 
and resolved in its opposite. Who is the 
invisible army that fights in dangerous 
trenches? It is the poets, the “social po-
ets.” The Pope’s expression is unusual 

and must be explored. Who is the poet? 
It is the person who makes creative use 
of language: he or she uses everyone’s 
words, but to express something in a di-
vergent way, an alternative to ordinary 
speech, to common or dominant narra-
tives.

It is necessary to create a narrative that 
knows how to take risks and that cor-
responds to the appeal: “Roll up your 
sleeves and keep working for your fami-
lies, your communities and the common 
good.” Francis repeated this concept in 
other words during the Regina Coeli on 
May 24: “Encourage us to tell and share 
constructive stories that help us to under-
stand that we are all part of a story that is 
larger than ourselves, and we can look to 
the future with hope if we truly care for 
one another as brothers and sisters.”

The Pope uses the poetic-social para-
digm to oppose the technocratic ones 
that put the state or the market at the 
centre: “Now, more than ever, persons, 
communities and peoples must be put at 
the centre, united to heal, to care and to 
share,” writes Francis. The action of the 
army of poets aims at “healing,” that is, 
it has a therapeutic value. Healing con-
sists in “taking back control of our lives,” 
in shaking “our sleepy consciences,” in 
producing “a human and ecological con-
version that puts an end to the idolatry of 
money and places human life and dignity 
at the centre.”

A fourth image used by Fran-
cis is the one that emerges 

from an article he wrote in the 
magazine Vida Nueva on April 
17, 2020, entitled “A Plan to Res-
urrect.” In this very rich text, the 
Pope affirms that the pandemic 
situation that “overwhelmed” us 
evokes in the believer a listening 
to the “overflowing” proclama-
tion of the resurrection.

What was the pontiff focusing 
on? “We have seen,” he writes, 
“the anointing poured by doc-
tors, nurses, supermarket em-
ployees, cleaners, caregivers, 
providers of transport, law and 
order forces, volunteers, priests, 
religious men and women and 
so very many others who had the 
courage to offer everything they 
had to give a little care, calm and 
soul to the situation.” Here the 
list appears again. But those who 
were described on March 27 as 
“exemplary companions for the 
journey,” now, on April 17, are 
those who pour the oil of anoint-
ing, perfumed like chrism, that is, 

the oil of consolation and bless-
ing. After all, companionship 
is a blessing. And “the poured 
perfume” has “more capacity for 
diffusion” than the despair that 
threatened the disciples at the 
death of the Master. Thus “it is 
enough to open a crack so that 
the anointing the Lord wants to 
give us can expand with unstop-
pable force and allow us to con-
template the painful reality with a 
renewing gaze.”

It is the perfumed anointing 
of service that accompanies sor-
rowful humanity and allows us to 
be “creators and protagonists of 
a common history.” This is once 
again the key point: the anoint-
ing leads to the construction of a 
common history that reveals hu-
man brotherhood. Francis’ mes-
sage is strongly affirmative in this 
sense. The time of the virus be-
comes a kairos, a favourable mo-
ment of which to take advantage. 
From the analysis of the “nights” 
of the world, we pass to the vi-
sion of the future that awaits us, 

“if we act as one people.”
The anointing “opens hori-

zons” and “awakens creativity,” 
which for its rhythm has the 
“beat of the Spirit.” The political 
discourse becomes spiritual and 
prophetic; the Lord “wants to 
generate in this concrete moment 
of history” the dynamics of “new 
life.” And so – as we already 
mentioned at the beginning of 
this reflection – “this is the pro-
pitious time to find the courage 
for a new imagination of the pos-
sible, with the realism that only 
the Gospel can offer. The Spirit, 
who does not allow himself to be 
locked up or used within fixed 
or transient schemes, modalities 
and structures, proposes to unite 
us to his movement capable of 
‘making all things new’ (Rev 
21:5).” Hence the appeal: “Let us 
take this trial as an opportunity to 
prepare for the tomorrow of all, 
without discarding anyone: of all. 
This is because without a vision 
for everyone, there will be no fu-
ture for anyone.

Post COVID-19 images of Pope Francis 

4. The war of poets 5. The perfumed anointing of service

A homeless man sleeps in a doorway in Manchester, England, in mid-May, 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. (CNS photo/Phil Noble, Reuters)

Resurrection of Jesus.

Nurse Leah Silver cares for a patient sick with the coronavirus in the COVID-19 ICU 
at the University of Washington Medical Centre-Montlake in Seattle April 24, 2020. 
(CNS photo/David Ryder, Reuters)

3. The underground and the mountains

l Continued on Pg 14

l Continued from last week

The first global pandemic of the 
digital age arrived suddenly. 
The world was stopped in its 

tracks by an unnatural suspension of 
activity that interrupted business and 
pleasure. 

“For weeks now it has been even-
ing. Thick darkness has gathered 
over our squares, our streets and our 
cities; it has taken over our lives, 
filling everything with a deafening 
silence and a distressing void that 
stops everything as it passes by. We 
feel it in the air, we notice in people’s 
gestures, their glances give them 
away. We find ourselves afraid and 
lost.” 

These are the words Pope Francis 
used to portray the unprecedented 
situation. He pronounced them on 
March 27 before a completely emp-
ty Saint Peter’s Square, during an 
evening of Eucharistic adoration and 
an Urbi et Orbi blessing that was 
accompanied only by the sound of 
church bells mixed with ambulance 
sirens: the sacred and the pain.

The Pope has also stated that the 
crisis period caused by the COV-
ID-19 pandemic is “ a propitious 
time to find the courage for a new 
imagination of the possible, with 

the realism that only the Gospel can 
offer us.” 

The thick darkness, then, allows 
us to find the courage to imagine. 
How was it possible to send out such 
a message in a moment of depres-
sion and fear? We are accustomed 
to the probable, to what our minds 
suppose should happen, statistically 
speaking. However, we often lack 
the vision of the possible, which is 
sometimes confined to the world of 
the imagination. We are not accus-
tomed to dwelling in possibility, to 
use the words of Emily Dickinson. 
So we need a “realism” that breaks 
our “fixed or failing patterns, modes 
and structures” and inspires us to im-
agine a different world, “making all 
things new,” as the Book of Revela-
tion says. “Are we willing to change 
our lifestyles?” the Pope asks.

There are seven images of Pope 
Francis’ post-COVID-19 imagina-
tion of the possible. In last’s week 
issue, we covered the first two. They 
were: 

1. The boat in the storm 
2. The new flame in the night
On this page and on page 14, the 

remaining five images are explained.
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Imagination of the possible

Here again, then, are the seven 
images: the boat, the flame, 

the underground, the war (of the 
poets), the perfumed anointing, 
the useless window, the pandemic 
itself as a metaphor. These are the 
tesserae that make up the mosaic 
of an imagined, possible world 
that calls our attention, on the one 
hand, and on the other, encourag-
es us: “Faith grants us a realistic 
and creative imagination, one ca-
pable of abandoning the mental-
ity of repetition, substitution and 
maintenance” and pushes us to 
“face reality without fear.”

Francis has indicated with his 
seven images – not in a Pelagian 
and voluntaristic way, but relying 
on the work of the Spirit – a firm 
trust in the human person, and in 
reason that can understand prob-
lems, and in the ability to act with 
competence and determination.

The Pope has enhanced the 
time of waiting, the “spinning 

wheel” of our operating system, 
to become a “mirror” for a world 
in crisis. And to do this he had to 
interpret chaos. In the end, how-

ever, the mirror is the Gospel 
itself. Whoever does not see it 
and relegates Francis’ discourse 
to “politics” without faith falls 

into a visual aberration, into that 
strabismus caused by the lack of 
fusion that allows the images of 
the two eyes to unite into one vi-

sion. Francis looks at the world 
as the vicar of Christ, that is, 
with the eyes of Christ; and he 
does so theologically, combining 
an apocalyptic interpretation, an 
invitation to conversion and an 
Easter perspective of death and 
resurrection.

The task for the Church is what 
the Pope had already indicated in 
the interview with La Civiltà Cat-
tolica in 2013: to be a “field hos-
pital” to heal and tend the wounds 
of humanity. Believers are not 
called to multiply pious words, 
but to give Gospel solutions, 
moved and inspired by Revela-
tion. This is the social doctrine of 
the Church. This is the conversion 
of the gaze. And this is the time of 
a different world, which requires 
both the recognition of global 
vulnerability and the imagination 
proper to Gospel realism. — By 
Antonio Spadaro, SJ, La Civilta 
Cattolica

l Continued from Page 13

A negative image that we high-
light was used by Francis 

in his Letter to the priests of the 
diocese of Rome, sent on May 30 
because it had not been possible 
to celebrate the Chrism Mass. In 
a dense text, he treasures the in-
tense communication he had with 
the priests of his diocese by e-mail 
and telephone. From these “sincere 
dialogues” he was confirmed in the 
fact that the “necessary distance 
was not synonymous with with-
drawal or closure into the self that 
anesthetizes, puts mission to sleep 
and turns it off.”

Indeed, “the notion of a ‘safe’ 
society, carefree and poised for 
infinite consumption” has been 
challenged by the virus, “revealing 
its lack of cultural and spiritual im-
munity to conflict.” One should not 
delude oneself that the questions 

that have emerged in this time will 
be answered with the reopening of 
activities. Rather, it will be indis-
pensable to “prepare and open up 
the path that the Lord is now call-
ing us to take.” It is not possible, 
therefore, to remain extraneous to 
these realities by simply “looking 
out at them from the window.” 
Here is the negative image, the 
window as synonymous with dis-
tance.

The Pope instead praises the 
priests “soaked by the raging 
storm.” “Soaked” is the key word. 
It is not the balconyar, as the Pope 
likes to say in his Argentine por-
teño dialect, but the Church being 
on the road, callejera. Francis actu-
ally gave this message by placing 
his body, even his limp, at the ser-
vice of a message of closeness and 
hope. On the afternoon of Sunday, 
March 15, walking along a stretch 
of Via del Corso, as if on pilgrim-

age, he reached the church of San 
Marcello al Corso, where there 
is the miraculous Crucifix that in 
1522 was carried in procession 
through the districts of the city to 
end the “Great Plague” in Rome. In 
his prayer Francis sought the end of 
the pandemic. His spiritual author-
ity was concentrated in his perfect 
isolation at a time when bodies had 
disappeared from the streets. Those 
steps were necessary to offer up to 
Christ on the cross our lockdown 
and prophetically foreshadow the 
paved road after COVID.

“Looking out at them from the 
window” instead confirms the nar-
rative of preventative medicine, 
being safe, which is brought about 
by distancing and anesthetizing. 
The logic of the window must be 
overcome by an immersive logic, 
which “soaks” and involves from 
below, inviting us to elaborate new 
ways and new lifestyles.

Finally, we note how the pon-
tiff in his speeches used not 

only metaphors to talk about the 
pandemic and its effects, but 
the pandemic itself as a meta-
phor for diseases in general and 
for the evils of the world: “But 
there are so many other pandem-
ics that make people die and we 
don’t notice – said Francis in 
Santa Marta on May 14, 2020 – 
we look the other way.” And, af-
ter recalling some data, he con-

tinued: “May God have mercy 
on us and stop the other awful 
pandemics: of hunger, of war, of 
children without education.” In 
the homily for the Second Sun-
day of Easter, the “pandemic” 
detected by the Pope was that of 
the virus called “indifferent self-
ishness.” There is a sort of pan-
demic of the spirit and of social 
relations, of which the corona-
virus has become a symbol and 
image.

6. The window and the society of preventive medicine 7. The pandemic as a metaphor 
for understanding the world

Boat, flame, underground, war (of the poets), anointing, window, pandemic

A UNICEF worker helps an internally displaced Afghan girl put on a 
protective mask at a makeshift camp in Jalalabad in late June during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. (CNS photo/Parwiz, Reuters)

Volunteers pack grocery items to be distributed during the coronavirus pandemic in Ahmedabad, India, April 2, 2020. 
(CNS photo/Amit Dave, Reuters)

Pope Francis walks down Via del Corso to pray at the Church of St Marcellus in Rome March 15, 2020. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Conclusion



Hello children,

One day, Jesus and his disciples were 
very tired and needed some time to 
relax. 

They got into a boat and went away 
to a quiet place to rest. When they 
reached their destination, there were 
people there waiting for Jesus. The 
Bible tells us that there were Five 

thousand men and who knows how many 
women and children! They wanted Je-
sus to teach them and heal the sick. 
Jesus needed to rest, but when He 
saw the people, He loved them so much 
that He forgot all about being tired. 

He healed the sick and taught the 
people about the kingdom of heaven. 
As the day went dark, Jesus wanted to 
give food to these people but they only 

had two fish and  five loaves. 
Jesus' disciples panicked! They were 

thinking with so little food how to 
feed the multitudes? But Jesus was 
calm. He took the two fish and blessed 
them and started giving them to the 
crowd. Soon there was enough to feed 
five thousand people, plus there were 
twelve baskets of leftovers! 

And, Jesus still multiplies what we 

give Him today! At Mass we offer to 
God some bread and wine and He turns 
it into Body and Blood of Christ! We 
have something to offer to Jesus too. 
If you offer your work, or your talents, 
or even your whole life to God, He will 
use your gifts to bring His blessings to 
the world. 

Love
Aunty Eliz 

Jesus performed a miracle and fed five thousand people with only 
five loaves of bread and two fish from a boy's lunch. 

The boy gave Jesus all he had. You may not have much, 
but if you give it all to Jesus, He will use it for His glory 
and make it grow. Decode the message below. 

Jesus feeds the Five Thousand 
(Matthew 14:13-21)

Jesus fed over five thousand people with five loaves of bread 
and two fish. Some words from this story are hidden in basket. 

Try to find all the words listed below. 

Answer: GIVE YOUR TO JESUS 

Little Catholics’ CornerLittle Catholics’ Corner
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Vatican: Pope Fran-
cis asked young 
people to reach out 

to the elderly, especially 
those in nursing homes, to 
send a message of encour-
agement amid the loneli-
ness of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“In the memory of Saints 
Joachim and Anne, the grandpar-
ents of Jesus, I would like to invite 
young people to make a gesture 
of tenderness towards the elderly, 
especially the most lonely ones in 

homes and residences, those who 
have not seen their loved ones for 
many months,” Pope Francis said 
after the Angelus prayer on July 
26.

“Dear young people, each of 
these elderly people are your 
grandparents. Do not leave them 
alone … They are your roots,” the 
Pope added.

Pope Francis suggested that 
young people can use the “in-
ventiveness of love” to “send a 
hug” to an elderly person in their 
community by making a phone 
or video call, sending a card, or 
making a visit when safety meas-

ures allow.
The Roman Catholic Church 

commemorates Sts. Joachim and 
Anne, the parents of the Virgin 
Mary, on July 26. They have been 
a part of the Church’s liturgical 
calendar for many centuries.

The Pope said that their me-
morial is an opportunity to give 
grandparents “a big round of ap-
plause.” Connection with one’s 
roots is important, he said, quot-
ing the Argentine poet Francisco 
Luis Bernárdez, who wrote: “The 
blossom of a tree comes from 
what it has underground.” — By          
Courtney Mares, CNA

VATICAN: The Vatican Dicastery 
for Laity, Family, and Life launched 
a new campaign urging young people 
to “send a hug” to elderly people iso-
lated by the coronavirus pandemic.

In a press statement dated July 27, 
the dicastery said it was inspired to 
launch the campaign, called “The 
elderly are your grandparents,” by 
Pope Francis’ comments after Sun-
day’s Angelus.

“In memory of Sts Joachim and 
Anne, the grandparents of Jesus, I 
would like to invite young people to 
make a gesture of tenderness towards 
the elderly, especially the most lonely 
ones in homes and residences, those 
who have not seen their loved ones 
for many months,” Pope Francis said 
after the Angelus prayer July 26.

“Dear young people, each of these 
elderly people are your grandparents. 
Do not leave them alone. … They are 
your roots,” he added.

Pope Francis encouraged young-
sters to use the “inventiveness of 
love” to “send a hug” to an elderly 
person in their community by mak-

ing a phone or video call, sending a 
card, or visiting where safety meas-
ures permit it.

The Vatican dicastery said that it 
was inviting young people all over 
the world “to do something that 
shows kindness and affection for 
older people who may feel lonely.”

“In recent months many episco-
pal conferences, associations and 
individuals have been using ‘the in-
ventiveness of love’ to find ways to 
bring the ecclesial community clos-
er to the elderly who are lonely,” it 
said in the press statement.

“We have received news of con-
tacts being made via telephone, in-
ternet and social networks, and even 
of serenades to the residents of re-
tirement homes. Young people have 
been doing this to help alleviate the 
loneliness being felt by many people 
who are obliged by the pandemic to 
stay at home or remain confined in 
residential care facilities.”

It continued: “In this phase of the 
campaign, in order to respect the 
health regulations in force in differ-

ent countries, our invitation to young 
people is to reach out to the loneliest 
elderly people in their neighborhood 
or parish and send them a hug, ac-
cording to the request of the Pope, 
by means of a phone call, a video 
call or by sending an image.” 

“Wherever possible — or when-
ever the health emergency will al-
low it — we invite young people 
to make the embrace even more 
concrete by visiting the elderly in 
person.”

The dicastery urged campaign 
participants to use the social media 
hashtag #sendyourhug and said it 
would promote “the most significant 
posts” on its Twitter account, @lai-
tyfamilylife.

Quoting from the Pope’s preface 
to the 2018 book Sharing the Wis-
dom of Time, the dicastery said: “We 
hope that this campaign can help to 
achieve a dream expressed by Pope 
Francis when he wrote ‘Here is what 
I would like: a world that experi-
ences a renewed embrace between 
young and old.’” — CNA

(Shutterstock/CGN089)

Pope Francis asks 
young people to 'send 
a hug' to the elderly

Vatican dicastery launches ‘send a hug’ campaign for 
elderly isolated by pandemic

A detail from a graphic promoting the Dicastery for Laity, Family, 
and Life campaign. (CNA photo/Vatican Media)
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PANAJI, India: A parish in 
Goa has found a new way to 
celebrate Grandparents’ Day 
on July 26, the feast of Sts 
Joachim and Anne, parents of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary.

“Every year our catechism 
children, with the help of the 
catechists, celebrate  Grandpar-
ents Day with a special Mass 

and thereafter an entertain-
ment. This year, we organised 
a “selfie photo” contest of chil-
dren with grandparents,” says 
Fr Walter De Sa, parish priest 
of the Immaculate Conception 
Church, Panaji, the state capi-
tal.

Fr Reagan Fernandes, as-
sistant priest, who coordinates 

the contest, said the contest 
was open to children between 6 
and 15 years of age. “Children 
had to click a selfie with their 
grandparents. 

Pictures tell stories and be-
come memories. So let us cap-
ture memories of 2020 grand-
parents,” the young priest told 
Matters India.

As many as 28 children took 
part in the contest.

The parish priest said they 
would award the first three best 
selfies. The winners will get 
500 rupees, 300 rupees and 200 
rupees, respectively.

The parish is also organising 
catechism online.

Fr Fernandes said the world-
wide pandemic has prevented 
them from holding catechism 
in classrooms. “So this year, 
instead of children coming for 
catechesis, their parents and 
grandparents will teach them. 
In fact, parents are the primary 
teachers of the faith,” the as-
sistant pastor explained.  — 
By Lissy Maruthanakuzhy,                
Matters India

KUCHING: During the MCO, the EM-
POWERED Dance and Drama Team 
organised a virtual dance project in-
volving over 20 youths and produced 
a dance video to the song, “We Won’t 
Back Down” by Seth and Nirva.

Watching various virtual choir vid-
eos during the MCO period inspired 
the leaders, Kelvin Chan and Francis 
Davin, to produce a virtual dance vid-
eo. After reviewing a few songs, “We 
Won’t Back Down” by Seth and Nirva, 
stood out due to its catchy beat and lyr-
ics.

The virtual dance video project lifted 
the spirits of the youths and reconnected 
them from within their homes. 

The song spoke to the dance team 
leaders to not give up connecting with 

the youths despite feeling low and 
faced with challenges, to remain in 
touch with the youths in the dance team 
even though they could not meet physi-
cally. The leaders then choreographed 
the dance and made it a point to keep it 
simple so that anyone could follow. The 
choreographers found it easy to teach 
but challenging to ensure everyone’s 
moves were in sync. The dance and dra-
ma team gave praise and thanks to God 
that the choreography and production of 
this virtual dance video reconnected the 
youth members and lifted their spirits. 
The video also inspired and encour-
aged viewers not give up and to keep 
striving despite the challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. — Empowered 
Ministry Kuching, Today’s Catholic

KENINGAU: What is the Deaf 
Ministry? This question was 
discussed in the Youth Talk or-
ganised by the Keningau Dioc-
esan Youth Commission (KDYC) 
which was posted via Youtube on 
July 19.

This Sign Language Ministry 
has been very significant dur-
ing online Masses which started 
with the MCO. Bishop Cornelius 
Piong, in his closing message 
during the 5th Sunday of Lent, 
thanked the interpreters from the 
Deaf Ministry who translated the 
liturgy and homily in the context 
of sign language for the deaf.

Two panellists from the Ken-
ingau and Tenom Branch Deaf 
Association, Fransisca and Ana-
stasia, were invited to an online 
programme facilitated by Juanis 
Marcus.

Fransisca, who is from Kenin-
gau, used to be an altar server. 
She said her interest in learning 
sign language arose after her col-
leagues took sign language class-
es. From there, Fransisca joined 
the Society for the Deaf, and sub-
sequently joined the Deaf Minis-
try at the Cathedral of St Francis 
Xavier (KSFX).

Anastasia started learning sign 
language in 2001. Last Christ-
mas, some deaf people visited 
her house. From then on, she felt 
the urge to learn sign language in 
order to communicate with them. 
She is still learning  to improve 
her skills in sign language. In 
fact, Anastasia is one of the sign 
language interpreters who often 
appear online for Mass at KSFX 
Parish.

The Deaf Ministry has helped 

many special people to get closer 
to God, to know the Sacraments 
and participate in the celebration 
of the Eucharist. According to 
Fransisca, the deaf are just like 
us. They also want to pray and 
celebrate the Liturgy.

In the same conversation, Fran-
sisca and Anastasia also signed 
the Our Father, Hail Mary and 
the Glory Be.

To what extent do youths un-
derstand and realise the role of 
the Deaf Ministry? Albert John of 
Holy Cross Toboh Parish under-
stands sign language as a means 
of communication among this 
community. These special people 
will be happier if we can commu-
nicate and know what they need. 
Albert also said that he was inter-
ested in learning sign language.

Cassey Carrie of the Minawo 

Zone felt grateful and apprecia-
tive of God’s given gift when she 
saw the sign-language interpreter. 
With the contribution from the 
Deaf Ministry, the deaf people no 
longer feel excluded!”

During the talk, Nelly, 29, con-
veyed her experience of attend-
ing an online Mass using sign 
language. Nelly thanked Bishop 
Cornelius Piong and the church 
for understanding the spiritual 
needs of special people. I hope 
that this online Mass continues 
till we can all return to the church 
as usual.”

According to Fransisca, one 
of the Deaf Ministry’s plans is 

to continue their postponed ac-
tivities since MCO, for example, 
visiting the special groups who 
have not been to church for a 
long time, visiting the sick, giv-
ing encouragement and praying 
with them.

Fransisca and Anastasia, rep-
resenting fellow interpreters and 
the Deaf Ministry, thanked the 
Church for giving them the space 
and opportunity to serve the spe-
cial needs people.

The deaf are like ordinary peo-
ple. They too want to pray and 
celebrate the Mass. Hopefully 
our presence can bring them to 
appreciate the Eucharist!”

Young people with their grandparents in a selfie photo.

Empowered Ministry youths performed to the song “We Won’t Back Down” by Seth 
and Nirva in the virtual dance project. (Today’s Catholic/Empowered Ministry Kuching)

Online talk with the deaf ministry.

The Deaf ministry celebrate their 4th anniversary with the youths.

Goa parish organises 
“selfie with grandparents”

Virtual Dance Video Project

Youth talk with the 
deaf ministry
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Fear not; for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by your name,

you are Mine.
–  Isaiah 43.1

Deeply missed and cherished
Celine Vincent and family,                                                    

and our relatives and friends around the world.

9TH ANNIVERSARY                                                
Remembering With Love

SEBASTIAN VINCENT
17th November 1928 - 4th August 2011

          

1st Year Anniversary
In Ever Loving Memory of

Eternal rest grant unto him, Oh Lord and let perpetual 
light shine upon him. May his soul rest in peace. 

AMEN.
We Love and Miss you

Forever loved and dearly missed by family members, 
relatives and friends.

Sandanasamy 
Anthony Pillay 

(JPN)
Gift from God:                        
08th April 1934

Returned to the Lord:           
7th August 2019

Wife: Late Ruth Mary 
Michael Pillay

m E m o R i A m
For more enquiries, please contact:
Email: advertisement@herald.com.my
Tel: 03-2026 8290 / 03-2026 8291

          

Though 11 years have passed by,                                       
you are always remembered,                                              

you will always remain in our hearts.

Deeply missed by wife, children,                                                    
sons and daughter-in-law, grandchildren, 

all relatives and family members.

11th Anniversary                                          
In Loving Memory of                              

Steven Subramaniam
Oh give thanks to teh Lord,  

for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures 

forever!
Who can utter the mighty 

deeds of the LORD,
or declare all his praise?

Blessed are they who observe 
justice,

who do righteousness at all 
times!

Remember me, O LORD, when 
you show favour to your 

people;
help me when you save them,

that I may look upon the 
prosperity of your chosen 

ones,
that I may rejoice in the 
gladness of your nation,

that I may glory with your 
inheritance.

— Psalm 106:1-5

WASHINGTON: The United 
States Commission on Interna-
tional Religious Freedom released 
a statement on July 28 condemning 
the execution of five aid workers 
kidnapped by an Islamic extremist 
group.

The aid workers were kidnapped 
last month and their killing was 
publicly announced last week by 
members of the Islamic State in 
West Africa Province (ISWAP). 
The ISWAP is a breakaway faction 
of Boko Haram, another Islamic 
extremist terrorist group. 

“ISWAP’s execution of aid work-
ers is beyond reprehensible. The 
militant Islamic group shows no 
remorse as it continues to target 
civilians based on their faith,” said 
USCIRF Vice Chair Tony Perkins 
in a statement July 28.

On July 23, the ISWAP claimed 
to have killed the five aid workers 
in its weekly digital newsletter. The 
workers were kidnapped in sepa-
rate incidents during the first two 
weeks of June.

The ISWAP posted a video of the 
execution on YouTube on July 22, 
where it was quickly removed. In 
the video, one of the militants states 
that the executions were in retalia-

tion for efforts to purportedly con-
vert Muslims to Christianity. 

“This is a message to all those 
being used by infidels to convert 
Muslims to Christianity,” one of 
the executioners said in the video, 
which was translated by Morning 
Star News. Morning Star News is 
a news organisation that highlights 
persecution of Christians. 

“We want you out there to under-

stand that those of you being used 
to convert Muslims to Christian-
ity are only being used for selfish 
purposes,” said the militant, adding 
that Christian organisations did not 
care about the welfare of the kid-
napped workers.

“We therefore call on you to re-
turn to Allah by becoming Mus-
lims. We shall continue to block all 
routes [highways] you travel,” said 

the militant. “If you don’t heed our 
warning, the fate of these five indi-
viduals will be your fate.”

According to Morning Star News, 
three of the five men executed in the 
video were known employees of 
Christian aid agencies. Mohammad 
Buhari, the president of Nigeria, 
said the other two men were em-
ployed by secular aid agencies. 

Buhari, through a spokesman, 
expressed condolences to the fami-
lies of those slain and promised to 
see that “every remaining vestige 
of Boko Haram is wiped out com-
pletely from northeastern Nigeria.”

“President Buhari also condoles 
with the State Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, Action Against Hun-
ger, Rich International and Interna-
tional Rescue Committee, whose 
staff have suffered this gruesome 
fate,” said the statement. “He thanks 
them for their continued dedication 
and service to the victims of Boko 
Haram in Northeastern Nigeria.”

More than 600 Christians have 
been killed so far in 2020, ac-
cording to a report on May 15 by 
the International Society for Civil 
Liberties and the Rule of Law (In-
tersociety). Christians have been 
beheaded and set on fire, farms set 

ablaze, and priests and seminarians 
have been targeted for kidnapping 
and ransom.

The crisis of violence facing 
Christians in Nigeria has attracted 
increasing international scrutiny 
and condemnation.

Speaking on a panel organized 
by In Defence of Christians last 
month, Bishop Matthew H. Kukah 
of the Nigerian Diocese of Sokoto 
said that the situation in the country 
stems from a culture that has deval-
ued Christianity and no longer cares 
about faith. 

“This is the vacuum that [extrem-
ists] are exploiting--mainly, a west 
that is in retreat, as far as Christian-
ity and Christian values are con-
cerned, a west in which diplomats 
and businesspeople are far from 
being interested in matters of faith, 
especially when it comes to Christi-
anity,” said Kukah. 

On July 8, a report published by 
Competere, a trade law and eco-
nomic policy consultancy, high-
lighted the persecution of Christians 
in Nigeria’s Middle Belt states and 
urged the UK government to use 
new powers to penalize individuals 
who are complicit in the violence. 
— CNA

‘Beyond reprehensible’: Christian 
aid workers executed in Nigeria

Church in Akure, the largest city in Ondo State, Nigeria. (CNA photo/Jordi 
C via Shutterstock)
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St John Marie Vianney Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, August 2
(Ezekiel 36:25-27)
I shall pour clean water over you 
and you will be cleansed; I shall 
cleanse you of all your defilement 
and all your idols. I shall give you 
a new heart, and put a new spirit 
in you; I shall remove the heart of 
stone from your bodies and give you 
a heart of flesh instead. I shall put 
my spirit in you, and make you keep 
my laws and sincerely respect my 
observances.
Monday,August 3
(Jeremiah 15:16)
When your words came, I devoured 
them: your word was my delight and 
the joy of my heart; for I was called 
by your name, Lord, God of hosts..
Tuesday, August 4
(Hebrews 13:7-9)
Remember your leaders, who 
preached the word of God to you, 
and as you reflect on the outcome of 
their lives, imitate their faith. Jesus 
Christ is the same today as he was 
yesterday and as he will be for ever. 
Do not let yourselves be led astray 
by all sorts of strange doctrines.
Wednesday, August 5
(Romans 8:35,37)
Nothing can come between us and 
the love of Christ, even if we are 
troubled or worried, or being perse-
cuted, or lacking food or clothes, or 
being threatened or even attacked. 
These are the trials through which 
we triumph, by the power of him 
who loved us.                                                                

Thursday, August 6
(Revelations 21: 10-23)
In the spirit, the angel took me to the 
top of an enormous high mountain 
and showed me Jerusalem, the holy 
city, coming down from God out of 
heaven. And the city did not need 
the sun or the moon for light, since 
it was lit by the radiant glory of God 
and the Lamb was a lighted torch 
for it.
Friday, August 7
(Ephesians 2:13-16)
Now, in union with Christ Jesus, yo 
who used to be far away have been 
brought near by the death of christ. 
For Christ himself has brought us 
peace, by making the Jews and 
Gentiles one people. With his own 
body he broke down the wall that 
separated them and kept them en-
emies. He abolished the Jewish 
Law, with its commandments and 
rules, in order to create out the two 
races one news people in union with 
himself, in this way making peace. 
By his death on the cross, Christ 
destroyed the enmity; by means of 
the cross he united both races into 
one body and brought them back to 
God.
Saturday, August 8
(Romans 12:14-16a)
Bless those who persecute you; 
bless and do not curse them. Re-
joice with those who rejoice, weep 
with those who weep. Live in har-
mony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the 
lowly.

A man with vision overcomes obstacles 
and performs deeds that seem impos-

sible. John Vianney was a man with vision: 
He wanted to become a priest. But he had 
to overcome his meager formal schooling, 
which inadequately prepared him for semi-
nary studies.

His failure to comprehend the Latin lec-
tures forced him to discontinue. But his vi-
sion of being a priest urged him to seek pri-
vate tutoring. After a lengthy battle with the 
books, John was ordained.

Situations calling for “impossible” deeds 
followed him everywhere. As pastor of 
the parish at Ars, John encountered people 
who were indifferent and quite comfortable 
with their style of living. His vision led him 
through severe fasts and short nights of sleep.

With Catherine Lassagne and Benedicta 
Lardet, he established La Providence, a home 
for girls. Only a man of vision could have 
such trust that God would provide for the 
spiritual and material needs of all those who 
came to make La Providence their home.

His work as a confessor is John Vian-

ney’s most remarkable accomplishment. In 
the winter months he was to spend 11 to 12 
hours daily reconciling people with God. In 
the summer months this time was increased 

to 16 hours. Unless a man was dedicated to 
his vision of a priestly vocation, he could not 
have endured this giving of self day after day.

Many people look forward to retirement 
and taking it easy, doing the things they al-
ways wanted to do but never had the time. 
But John Vianney had no thoughts of retire-
ment. As his fame spread, more hours were 
consumed in serving God’s people. Even the 
few hours he would allow himself for sleep 
were disturbed frequently by the devil.

Who but a man with vision could keep go-
ing with ever-increasing strength? In 1929, 
Pope Pius XI named him the Patron of Parish 
Priests worldwide.

Reflection
Indifference toward religion, coupled with a 
love for material comfort, seem to be com-
mon sign of our times. A person from another 
planet observing us would not likely judge us 
to be pilgrim people, on our way to some-
where else. John Vianney, on the other hand, 
was a man on a journey, with his goal before 
him at all times.  — franciscanmedia.org

If he hadn’t taken a trip with his bishop, 
Dominic would probably have remained 

within the structure of contemplative life; af-
ter the trip, he spent the rest of his life being 
a contemplative in active apostolic work.

Born in old Castile, Spain, Dominic was 
trained for the priesthood by a priest-uncle, 
studied the arts and theology, and became a 
canon of the cathedral at Osma, where there 
was an attempt to revive the apostolic com-
mon life described in Acts of the Apostles.

On a journey through France with his 
bishop, Dominic came face to face with the 
then virulent Albigensian heresy at Langue-
doc. The Albigensians–or Cathari, “the pure 
ones”–held that there are world. All matter is 
evil—hence they denied the Incarnation and 
the sacraments. On the same principle, they 
abstained from procreation and took a mini-
mum of food and drink. The inner circle led 
what some people regarded as a heroic life of 
purity and asceticism not shared by ordinary 
followers.

Dominic sensed the need for the Church to 
combat this heresy, and was commissioned 
to be part of the preaching crusade against 
it. He saw immediately why the preaching 
crusade was not succeeding: the ordinary 

people admired and followed the ascetical 
heroes of the Albigenses. Understandably, 
they were not impressed by the Catholic 
preachers who traveled with horse and reti-
nues, stayed at the best inns and had serv-
ants. Dominic therefore, with three Cister-
cians, began itinerant preaching according to 
the gospel ideal. He continued this work for 
10 years, being successful with the ordinary 
people but not with the leaders.

His fellow preachers gradually became a 
community, and in 1215 Dominic founded a 
religious house at Toulouse, the beginning of 
the Order of Preachers or Dominicans.

Dominic’s ideal, and that of his Order, was 
to organically link a life with God, study, and 
prayer in all forms, with a ministry of salva-
tion to people by the word of God. His ideal: 
contemplata tradere: “to pass on the fruits of 
contemplation” or “to speak only of God or 
with God.”

Reflection
The Dominican ideal, like that of all reli-
gious communities, is for the imitation, not 
merely the admiration, of the rest of the 
Church. The effective combining of contem-
plation and activity is the vocation of truck 
driver Smith as well as theologian Aquinas. 
Acquired contemplation is the tranquil abid-
ing in the presence of God, and is an inte-
gral part of any full human life. It must be 
the wellspring of all Christian activity. —                  
franciscanmedia.org

St Dominic

All three Synoptic Gospels tell the story 
of the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-8; 

Mark 9:2-9; Luke 9:28-36). With remarkable 
agreement, all three place the event shortly 
after Peter’s confession of faith that Jesus 
is the Messiah and Jesus’ first prediction of 
his passion and death. Peter’s eagerness to 
erect tents or booths on the spot suggests it 
occurred during the week-long Jewish Feast 
of Booths in the fall.

According to Scripture scholars, in spite 
of the texts’ agreement, it is difficult to re-
construct the disciples’ experience, because 
the Gospels draw heavily on Old Testament 
descriptions of the Sinai encounter with 
God, and prophetic visions of the Son of 
Man. Certainly Peter, James and John had 
a glimpse of Jesus’ divinity strong enough 
to strike fear into their hearts. Such an ex-
perience defies description, so they drew on 
familiar religious language to describe it. 
And certainly Jesus warned them that his 
glory and his suffering were to be inextri-
cably connected — a theme John highlights 
throughout his Gospel.

Tradition names Mount Tabor as the site of 
the revelation. A church first raised there in 
the fourth century was dedicated on August 
6. A feast in honor of the Transfiguration was 
celebrated in the Eastern Church from about 
that time. Western observance began in some 
localities about the eighth century.

On July 22, 1456, Crusaders defeated 
the Turks at Belgrade. News of the victory 
reached Rome on August 6, and Pope Cal-
listus III placed the feast on the Roman cal-
endar the following year.

Reflection
One of the Transfiguration accounts is read 
on the second Sunday of Lent each year, 
proclaiming Christ’s divinity to the Elect 
and baptized alike. The Gospel for the first 
Sunday of Lent, by contrast, is the story of 
the temptation in the desert—affirmation of 
Jesus’ humanity. The two distinct but insepa-
rable natures of the Lord were a subject of 
much theological argument at the beginning 
of the Church’s history; it remains hard for 
believers to grasp. — franciscanmedia.org

Transfiguration of the Lord

Patron Saint of:
Astronomers
Dominican Republic

Feastday: August 8

Patron Saint of: Priests
Feastday: August 4
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T H E  C A T H O L I C  W E E K L Y 

NEWARK: Cardinal Joseph W. 
Tobin, the archbishop of Newark 
in New Jersey, has appointed Fr 
Hong-Ray Cho to serve as the new 
rector of the College Seminary of 
the Immaculate Conception at St 
Andrew’s Hall. 

Fr Cho will succeed Fr John J. 
Chadwick, who has served as rec-
tor since 2014 and will assume a 
new responsibility as vicar general 
for the Archdiocese of Newark on 
Aug 1. Fr Cho’s appointment is 
also effective Aug 1.

Cardinal Tobin said: “The choice 
of formation directors is a crucial 
investment in the future of the 
Archdiocese of Newark. I am con-
fident in Fr Cho’s spiritual maturity 
and insight. May the Mother of Je-
sus and our Mother of Perpetual 
Help grant Father Cho the wisdom 
he needs to guide our seminarians 
as missionary disciples of our great 
high priest and Lord Jesus Christ.”

In his new role, Fr Cho will be 
responsible for directing the under-
graduate seminary of the Archdio-
cese of Newark and a house of for-
mation for candidates from other 
dioceses in New Jersey and other 
states.

Born in Seoul, South Korea, Fa-
ther Cho graduated from Rutgers 
College (B.A. in computer science, 

1997), Columbia University (M.S. 
in computer science, 1999) and 
Stevens Institute of Technology 
(Ph.D. in mathematics, 2006). 

After entering Immaculate Con-
ception Seminary at Seton Hall 
University in 2006 and completing 
a year of pre-theology, he contin-
ued priestly formation at the North 
American College in Rome. He 
completed his bachelor of sacred 
theology (2010) and licentiate in 
sacred theology with a concen-
tration in dogmatic (systematic) 
theology (2012) at the Pontifical 
Gregorian University in Rome. He 
was ordained a priest of the Archdi-
ocese of Newark on May 28, 2011.

Fr Cho has held several positions 
in the archdiocese. He was assigned 
to St Theresa Parish in Kenilworth 
for the summer of 2011. He served 
as parochial vicar of St Bartho-

lomew the Apostle Parish in Scotch 
Plains from 2012 to 2013. Fr Cho 
was appointed in spring 2013 to the 
formation faculty of Immaculate 
Conception Seminary, where he 
taught courses in systematic theol-
ogy and became associate dean for 
undergraduate studies at Immacu-
late Conception Seminary School 
of Theology in January 2015.

Fr Cho also began his archdioc-
esan service in 2016 with the cen-
sor librorum — an ecclesiastical 
authority charged with reviewing 
texts and granting nihil obstat, that 
is, a declaration that the text is free 
of doctrinal or moral error.

In July 2017, he was assigned to 
Rome to pursue a doctorate in sa-
cred theology in dogmatic theology 
at the Pontifical Gregorian Univer-
sity. In June 2019, he returned to 
Immaculate Conception Seminary 
as formation faculty and adjunct 
professor of systematic theology.

“I am grateful for Cardinal 
Tobin’s trust in me. I am humbled 
yet excited for the opportunity to 
take on a new ministry that is so 
important for the life of the Church. 
I pray that the wisdom and courage 
of the Lord may help me be a good 
spiritual father for the young men 
entrusted to my care,” Fr Cho said. 
— ucanews.com

Korea-born priest to head 
Newark seminary in US

Evangelisation:  The Maritime World
We pray for all those who work and live from the sea, 

among them sailors, fishermen

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. : Next year, 
the Archdiocese of Santa Fe will take 
over pastoral leadership of a 152-year-
old Catholic parish in the heart of down-
town Albuquerque that has been run by 
the Society of Jesus since it was founded.

“There is no doubt that we owe a great 
debt of gratitude to our Jesuit brothers 
who have shepherded this parish so well 
for so long,” Santa Fe Archbishop John 
C. Wester  (pic) said in a July 27 state-
ment about Immaculate Conception Par-
ish.

“Therefore, it is with sadness that we 
receive the news that they no longer have 
the capacity to staff this beloved Catholic 
community,” he said.

He described Immaculate Conception 
as “a culturally diverse and vibrant par-
ish” that has benefited from the mission-
ary activity of the Jesuit priests and broth-
ers since its inception in 1868.

The Jesuits came to Albuquerque from 
Naples, Italy, in 1867 at the invitation of 
then-Bishop Jean Baptiste Lamy, the first 
bishop of Santa Fe who later became its 
archbishop. The French-born prelate was 
a pioneering churchman in the American 
Southwest.

“Building on their rich heritage, they 
brought that fire first ignited by St. Igna-
tius to our Southwest, reminding us that 
the first principle of our existence is to be 
one with God forever in heaven,” Arch-
bishop Wester said.

He said the Santa Fe Archdiocese will 

miss the Jesuits’ presence very much and 
will never forget them “and all they have 
done for us over these many years.”

“Their legacy will live on and we will 
continue to reap the fruits of their pasto-
ral ministry in our midst,” Archbishop 
Wester said. “We wish them every suc-
cess and assure them of our undying 
love, prayers and support. What they 
have done for the ‘greater glory of God’ 
is a tribute to them and to God’s grace 
working in them and in the people of Im-
maculate Conception.”

The Jesuits who have staffed the par-
ish are part of their order’s Central and 
Southern Province, headed by Jesuit 
Ronald A. Mercier. The religious order 
will end its administration of the parish in 
December. The current pastor, Jesuit Fr 
Warren J. Broussard, will remain at the 
parish until June 30, 2021, “to facilitate 
the transition to a new pastoral team.”

In a letter and video message to the 
parish, Fr Mercier said Immaculate Con-
ception Parish will always “have a place 
in our heart.”

In his statement, Archbishop Wester 
said: “As friends in the Lord, we support 
one another in our ministries through a 
common life of worship and prayer, sim-
plicity, spiritual conversation, encourage-
ment, respect and affection. We reflect 
and plan together with discerning love so 
that all our present and future endeavours 
at Immaculate Conception might be done 
for the greater glory of God.”— CNS

Jesuits to leave historic New 
Mexico parish after 152 years 

VATICAN: Pope Francis’ charitable 
project for Ukraine, started in 2016, 
has helped nearly one million people 
in the war-torn country, according to 
the auxiliary bishop of Leopoli.

Bishop Eduard Kava said that 
in four years, the project has used 
around 15 million euros ($17.5 mil-
lion) to help an estimated 980,000 
people, including the poor, the sick, 
the elderly, and families.

“The Pope for Ukraine” was start-
ed in June 2016, at Francis’ request, 
to help victims of conflict in the East-
ern European country.

Kava said the project was now 
winding down, and the last program 
to finish would be the funding of 
medical equipment for a hospital un-
der construction.

The bishop said the situation in 
Ukraine was not as tragic as it was 
four to five years ago, but there were 
many people still in need of help 
from the Church, particularly the el-
derly who receive small pensions and 
those with large families to care for.

“Even if the Pope’s project ends, 
the Church will continue to provide 
help and to be close to the people,” 
Kava said. “There is not much money 
but we will be present and close…”

During his pontificate, Pope Fran-
cis has expressed his concern for 
Ukraine and offered aid to the coun-
try, which has seen six years of armed 
conflict between the Ukrainian gov-
ernment and Russia-backed rebel 
forces. 

After his Angelus prayer on July 
26, Pope Francis said he was pray-
ing that a new ceasefire agreement 
reached last week concerning the 
Donbass region “will finally be put 
into practice.”

There have been more than 20 
ceasefires declared since 2014 in the 
ongoing conflict between Russian-
backed separatist forces and the 
Ukrainian military which has killed 
more than 10,000 people.

“While I thank you for this sign of 
goodwill aimed at restoring the much 
desired peace in that tormented re-

gion, I pray that what has been agreed 
will finally be put into practice,” the 
Pope said.

In 2016, Pope Francis asked Cath-
olic parishes in Europe to take up a 
special collection for humanitarian 
support in Ukraine. To the collected 
12 million euros, the Pope added six 
million euros of his own charitable 
aid for the country.

“The Pope for Ukraine” was set 
up to help distribute that aid. After 
the first year, it was managed by the 
Vatican nunciature in Ukraine and 
the local Church in cooperation with 

Christian charities and international 
agencies.

The Dicastery for Promoting In-
tegral Human Development was the 
Vatican office charged with oversee-
ing the project.

In 2019, Fr. Segundo Tejado Mu-
noz, the dicastery’s undersecretary, 
said that Pope Francis “wanted to help 
to tackle the humanitarian emergency 
with a prompt aid. This is the reason 
why money was directly transferred 
to Ukraine, where a technical com-
mittee selected the projects that could 
best respond to the emergency.”

The priest clarified that “projects 
were chosen despite any religious, 
confessional or ethnic belonging. 
Every kind of association was in-
volved, and the priority was given 
to those able to access to the areas of 
conflict, and so able to more prompt-
ly provide responses.”

Tejado said that 6.7 million euros 
were put toward aid for those with-
out heat and other necessities during 
the winter and 2.4 million euros were 

allocated to fixing medical infrastruc-
tures.

More than five million euros were 
used to deliver food and clothes and 
improve hygiene conditions in the 
areas of conflict. More than one mil-
lion euros were given to programmes 
offering psychological support, espe-
cially for children, women, and vic-
tims of rape.

Tejado visited Ukraine with a Vati-
can delegation in November 2018. 
He said the situation in Ukraine was 
difficult.

“Social problems are similar to the 
ones of the rest of Europe: static eco-
nomics, youth unemployment and 
poverty. This situation is expanded 
by the crisis,” he said.

He stressed, however, that “despite 
everything, there are many people 
committed and many associations 
working with and for hope, looking 
to the future to start again.”

“And the Church’s bodies and enti-
ties are trying to lend a hand.” — By 
Hannah Brockhaus, CNA

One million people helped in Ukraine 
by Pope Francis’ charitable project

Fr Hong-Ray Cho


